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International  Sunday-School  Lesson  Department. 


Oct  6. 
13. 
2). 
27. 
Nov.  3. 
10. 
17. 
24. 
Dec.  1. 
8. 
15. 
22. 
21. 


FOURTH  QUARTER  FOR  1878. 


Subject. 

Warning  Against  Formalism 

The  Gospel  Feast 

The  Prodigal  Son 

The  R'CH  Man  and  Lazarus 

The  Ten  Lepers 

Whom  the  Lord  Receives 

Zaccheus,  the  Publican 

Judaism  Overthrown 

The  Lord’s  Supper 

The  Gross 

The  W ale  to  Emmaus 

The  Savior’s  Last  Words 

Review  of  the  Lessons  for  the  Quarter. 


Luke  xiii.  22-."0. 
Luke  xiv.  15-24. 
Luke  xv.  11-24. 
Luke  xvi.  19-31. 
Luke  xvli.  11-19. 
Luke  xvili.  9-17. 
Luke  xix.  1-10. 
Luke  xxi.  8-21. 
Luke  xxii.  lu-21. 
Luke  xxiii.  B3-46. 
Luke  xxlv.  12-32. 
Luke  xxi v. 44-53. 


Golden  Text 
Luke  xiii.  24 
Luke  xiv.  15. 

Ps.  xl.  17. 

Prov.  xiv.  32. 
Luke  xvii.  17. 
Luke  xviii  17. 
Luke  xix.  10. 
Luke  xix.  41. 

1  Cor.  xi.  26. 
Gal.  vi.  14, 

Luke  xxiv.  32. 
Matt,  xxviii.  20. 


LESSON  I.— OCTOBER  6.— WARNING  AGAINST  FORMALISM. 
Luke  xiii.  22-30.  Golden  Text.  xiii.  24. 


22  And  he  went  through  the  cities  and  vil¬ 
lages,  teaching  and  journeying  toward  Je-ru'- 
sa-lem. 

23  Then  said  one  unto  him,  Lord,  are  there 
few  that  he  saved  ?  And  he  said  unto  them, 

24  Strive  t  >  enter  in  at  the  straight  gate  : 
for  many,  I  say  unto  you,  will  seek  to  enter  in, 
and  shall  not  be  able. 

25  When  once  the  Master  of  the  house  is 
risen  up,  and  hath  shut  to  the  door,  and  ye 
begin  to  stand  without,  and  to  knock  at  the 
door,  saying,  Lord,  Lord,  open  unto  us  :  and 
he  shall  answer  and  say  unto  you,  I  know  you 
not  whence  ye  are  : 

26  Then  shall  ye  begin  to  say,  We  have 

GOLDEN  TEXT. — Strive  to  enter  In  at 
will  seek  to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able  - 


eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  presence,  and  thou  hast 
taught  in  our  streets. 

27  But  he  shall  say,  I  tell  you,  I  know  you 
not  whence  ye  are  :  depart  from  me,  all  ye 
workers  of  iniquity. 

28  There  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing 
of  teeth,  when  ye  shall  see  A'bia-ham,  anil 
I’saac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets,  in  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  you  yourselves  thrust  out. 

29  And  they  shall  come  from  the  east,  and 
from  the  west,  and  from  the  north,  and  from 
the  south,  and  shall  sit  down  in  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

30  And,  behold,  there  are  last  which  shall 
be  first,  and  there  are  first  which  shall  be  last. 

the  strait  gate :  for  many,  I  say  unto  you, 
-Lnke  xiii.  24. 


TOPICS. — Striving  to  enter.  Failing  to  enter. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


22  And,  as  Jesus  was  proceeding  in  his 
journey  towards  Jerusaleu,  where  lie  de¬ 
signed  to  be  present  at  the  feast  of  the  dedi¬ 
cation,  being  attended  by  several  of  his  dis¬ 
ciples,  in  a  pretty  large  compass  which 
he  took  by  the  way,  one  of  them  said  to 


him,  Lord,  are  there  [but]  few  that  shall 
be  saved  ?  Surely,  if  thy  kingdom  be  so 
extensive  as  these  parables  intimate,  (see 
ver.  19,  21.)  the  number  must  be  very  con¬ 
siderable. 

23  But  he  said  to  them,  Instead  of  amus- 
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lug  yourselves  with  such  curious  inquiries 
with  relation  to  others,  attend  to  what  more 
nearly  concerns  you,  and  be  solicitous  to  se¬ 
cure  your  own  safety. 

24  And  let  me  urge  it  upon  you,  that 
you  exert  your  utmost  strength  to  enter  in 
at  the  straight  gate,  which  I  formerly  men¬ 
tioned  as  leading  to  etern.il  life,  (Matt.  vii. 
14).)  and  strain,  as  it  were,  every  nerve  to 
break  your  way  through  those  enemies  who 
are  always  ready  to  oppose  your  passage  : 
for  I  seriously  tell  you,  the  time  is  coming 
when  many  will  importunately  seek  to  enter 
in,  and  shall  not  be  able  to  do  it. 

25  And,  howsoever  they  may  now  des¬ 
pise  and  trifle  with  the  means  of  grace,  this 
will  hereafter  be  the  case,  even  with  the 
most  stupid  and  negligent  of  mankind,  as 
soon  as  ever  the  great  Lord  and  Master  of 
the  family  shall,  as  it  were,  have  risen  up 
from  his  seat,  and  with  his  own  authorita¬ 
tive  hand  shall  have  shut  and  barred  the 
door  ;  and  you,  among  the  rest,  shall  begin 
to  stand  without,  and  to  knock  at  the  door, 
saying,  with  great  earnestness,  Lord,  Lord, 
we  beseech  thee  open  to  us  ;  but  you  will 
cry  in  vain,  and  he  who  now  so  graciously 
ievites  and  waits  upon  you,  shall  then  reply 
to  you,  I  know  you  not,  who  you  are,  or 
from  whence  you  are  come  ;  but  determined 
to  treat  you  as  strangers,  for  whom  I  have 
no  friendship  or  regard,  and  who  have  never 
been  approved  by  me. 

26  Some  of  you  may  perhaps  then  plead 
air  intimate  acquaintance  and  professed 
friendship,  and  urge  the  privileges  that  you 
once  enjoyed,  and  the  conspicuous  figure 
you  made  in  his  church  :  but  if  any  of  you 
can  carry  it  so  far  as  tisat  you  shall  begin  to 
say,  Lord,  we  have  eaten  and  drank  in  thy 
presence  in  a  familiar  manner,  and  thou 


ANALYSIS  OF 

Are  there  few  that  shall  be  Saved  ? 
I.  The  question.  Verse  23 
II.  The  answer  of  Christ  contains 

1.  An  exhortation  as  to 

a.  What  we  should  do.  24 

b.  Why  we  should  do  it 

2.  A  warning,  in  the  form  of  a  parable,  of 

the  closing  of  the  house  in  which  is 
represented 


hast  thyself  lived  among  us.  and  often 
taught  in  our  streets  and  houses,  so  that 
thou  canst  not  sure  have  forgot  us. 

27  Nevertheless,  he  will  persist  in  di  - 
owning  you,  and  say,  I  tell  you  again,  I 
know  you  not,  and  whatsoever  you  pretend 
to,  I  regard  not  whence  you  are  ;  all  the 
former  relation  to  which  you  refer  is  (as  it 
were)  blotted  from  my  remembrance,  since 
your  hearts  were  stdl  insincere,  and  your 
lives  unsuitable  to  your  fair  professions  ; 
and  therefore  depart  from  me,  all  ye  that 
habitually  practice  iniquity  ;  for  none  of 
your  character  shall  ever  be  admitted  here. 
(Compare  Matt.  vii.  22.  23.) 

28  This  awful  word,  how  little  soever 
you  may  now  regard  it,  shall  wound  you  to 
the  heart,  and  throw  you  into  agonies  of 
everlasting  despair  :  and  there  shall  be  the 
bitteiest  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  for 
madness  and  rage,  when  you  shall  see  your 
holy  ancestors,  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets  of  the  succeed¬ 
ing  ages,  in  actual  possession  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  ;  and  shall  find  yourselves  cast 
out  with  contempt,  and  thrust  back  with 
just  indignation. 

29  Yea,  they  shall  come  from  the  most 

distant  heathen  la  ids,  even  from  the  east 

/.£> 

and  the  west,  and  from  the  north  and  thin 

'  V 

south,  and  shall  sit  down  in  joyful  multi¬ 
tudes,  to  partake  of  the  heavenly  ban  juet 
with  your  pious  ancestors  in  the  kingdom 
of  God,  while  you  are  utterly  e  <  eluded  from 
it.  (Compare  Matt.  viii.  11,  12.) 

30  And,  behold,  this  shall  be  the  case 
not  only  of  g  few,  but  of  great  numbers  : 
for  there  are  many  who  are  now  last  in 
point  of  religious  advantages,  that  shall 
then  be  first  in  honor  and  happiness  ;  and 
there  are  many  who  now  appear  fii’st,  that 
shall  them  be  found  last. — Doddridge. 


THE  LESSON. 

a.  The  shutting  out  of  those  who  re¬ 
mained  away.  25 

b.  The  desire  of  those  shut  out  to  be 
admitted 

c.  The  refusal  of  the  master  of  the 
house 

d.  Their  continued  application  for  ad¬ 
mission 

e.  The  reply  to  this.  27 


The  Teachers'  Journal. 


291 


/.  The  miserable  condition  of  those 
who  are  shut  out  28 
3.  A  prophecy  in  regard  to  the  conversion 
of  the  heathen 


a.  In  the  words  of  the  above  parable 

b.  In  the  words  of  a  proverb.  30. 
Staeke. 


HISTORICAL 

In  those  Eastern  cities  the  entrances  to 
the  houses  are  sometimes  narrow  gates. 
They  have  to  be  looked  for  to  b  >  found,  and 
are  opened  only  to  those  who  knock  ;  and 
when  the  sun  goes  down,  and  the  night 
comes  on,  they  are  shut  and  locked  ;  it  is 
then  too  late  ti  get  in. 

Jesus  says  that  the  wTay  to  heaven  is  like 
that  ;  it  is  narrow  :  we  cannot  get  in  if  we 
carry  with  us  all  our  sins  ;  there  is  not  room 
for  them.  We  must  strive  hard  ;  no  half¬ 
hearted  way  of  seeking,  or  we  cannot  find 
it.  By  and  by  it  will  be  too  late  !  The 
door  will  be  shut  !  Then  many  will  try  to 
get  in  ;  they  will  knock  and  say,  “Lord, 
Lord,  open  to  u-t”  But  he  will  say,  “I  do 


CONNECTION. 

not  know  you.”  They  will  tell  how  they 
had  heard  him  teach ;  but  that  is  not 
enough  ;  they  should  have  come  in  be  'ore, 
while  there  was  time.  He  will  say,  “I  tell 
you,  I  do  not  know  whence  you  are  ;  de¬ 
part  from  me.”  In  that  day  there  will  be 
great  sorrow  ;  there  shall  be  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth  and  bitter  crying,  but  it 
will  be  of  no  use  now.  Many  shall  come 
from  all  lands,  and  shall  sit  down  in  heaven, 
bu?  all  who  did  not  come  in  time  shall  be 
thrust  out.  There  will  be  some  who  were 
poor  and  unhonored,  in  this  world  who  will 
be  first  there  ;  and  some  who  were  first  in 
riches  and  fame  and  honor  here,  who  will 
be  among  those  who  cannot  enter  there. 


BL VCK BOARD  EXER  USES 


We  are  all  travellers  going  on  our  life’s  God  warns  us  of  the  danger  and  .uin  cor  - 
journey.  There  is  only  one  right  road  that  nected  with  the  bro;  d  way,  and  points  <  r  t 
leads  to  eternal  life  and  happiness.  There  the  right  direction  :  namely  the  narrow  wr  y 
js  a  broad  road  and  many  by-ways,  all  of  that  leads  to  the  strait  gate,  leading  toeter- 
which  lead  to  destruction  and  eternal  death,  nal  life. 
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lie  lets  his  light  shine  upon  the  road  that  Thus  God  warned  the  wicked  in  Noah's 
we  may  not  stumble.  But  O  how  many  do  time  ;  so  he  is  warning  them  now. — C.  F. 
not  regard  God’s  warning  voice  and  are  Lindig. 
shut  out  of  the  kingdom. 


EXPLANAT< 

22.  Cities  and  villages.  Chiefly  of  Gali¬ 
lee,  and  those  which  were  between  Galilee 
and  Jerusalem. 

Teaching.  He  went  through  the  villages 
and  cities  teaching  in  each. 

The  chapters  which  follow  (xiv.-xviii.) 
give  specimens  of  the  instruction  ;  much  of 
which  is  not  only  peculiar  to  Luke,  but  of 
peculiar  beauty. 

Some  think  the  cities  and  villages  were 
those  of  the  trans-Jordanic  region,  includ¬ 
ing  Bethabara  and  the  localities  generally 
of  John’s  baptisms. 

And  journeying  toward  Jerusalem.  He 
was  going  to  Jerusalem  to  die  there,  as  he 
had  already  foretold  chap.  ix.  22. 

This  memorable  journey  had  been  ar¬ 
ranged  to  terminate  at  Jerusalem,  where 
he  arrived  on  Friday  evening,  March  30.  A. 
I).  30 ;  six  days  before  the  passover,  and 
seven  before  his  crucifixion,  Friday,  April 
6. 

It  was  not  a  continuous  journey  in  a 
straight  direction  toward  Jerusalem,  but 
a  circuitous  route  among  numerous  villages 
and  cities.  It  is  supposed  to  have  begun  in 
winter  early  in  the  month  of  December, 
and  therefore  continued  over  three  months. 

Though  on  a  journey,  yet  he  remembered 
his  work.  He  did  not  excuse  himself  on 
the  plea  that  he  was  in  haste.  Christians 
and  Christian  ministers  should  remember 
that  when  their  Master  traveled,  he  did  not 
conceal  his  character,  or  keep  back  the 
fact  that  he  was  a  professor  of  religion,  or 
think  that  he  was  then  freed  from  obliga¬ 
tion  to  do  good. — Barnes, 

23.  One  said  unto  Mm.  Who  this  one 
was  we  are  not  informed  ;  he  was  evidently 
not  a  disciple,  but  one  of  the  Jews,  who 
came  either  to  perplex  him  or  involve  him 
in  a  controversy  with  the  Pharisees. 

Are  there  Jew  that  be  saved  ?  The  man 
seems  to  have  thought  that  outside  of  Ju¬ 
daism  there  would  be  no  salvation. — Ben- 
gel. 

It  was  the  prevalent  opinion  among  the 


)RY  NOTES. 

Jews  that  few  would  enter  heaven.  As 
but  two  of  all  the  hosts  that  came  out  of 
Egypt  entered  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  so 
some  of  them  maintained  that  a  propor- 
tionably  small  number  would  enter  heaven. 
— Lighteoot. 

Saved  means  not  merely  to  escape  Ihe 
punishment  of  sin,  and  reach  a  place  called 
heaven,  but  always  means  saved  from  the 
state  of  sin,  from  the  love  of  sin,  from  alie¬ 
nation  from  God,  into  that  character  which 
belongs  to  the  true,  obedient  children  of 
our  heavenly  Father. 

The  question  seems  to  have  been  called 
out  by  the  foregoing  parables,  as  though 
the  inquirer  reasoned  thus  :  If  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  is  like  leaven,  which  finally 
leavens  the  whole  lump,  or  like  mustard 
seed,  which  becomes  a  great  tree,  then  is 
it  true,  as  is  usually  said,  that  the  saved 
are  few  ? 

Or  thus  :  These  parables  promise  salva¬ 
tion  in  the  future  for  very  many,  but  how 
is  it  now?  are  few  being  saved  — M’Cook. 

But  neither  the  answer  of  Christ,  nor 
the  actual  present  state,  declares  that  it 
will  always  be  true  that  few  shall  be  saved. 
There  is  every  reason,  in  the  promises  of 
the  final  success  of  Christ’s  kingdom,  to  be¬ 
lieve  that,  in  the  ages  to  come,  the  many 
saved  will  be  to  the  few  that  are  lost  as  the 
leaves  of  the  forest  to  the  stinted  verdure 
of  the  desert,  or  as  the  people  of  the  State 
to  the  few  in  our  prisons.  Every  year  the 
proportion  of  the  saved  is  growing  larger. 

Unto  them.  Jesus  does  not  answer  the 
man  directly,  but  speaks  to  the  multitude. 
The  question  was  publicly  put,  and  the  an¬ 
swer  to  it  was  appropriate  for  all  who  might 
hear  it. 

24.  Strive.  “Strain  every  nerve.”  The 
term  is  taken  from  the  Grecian  games 
where  they  wrestled,  and  ran  the  race,  in’ 
order  to  wear  the  laurel  which  belonged  to 
the  victor.  It  is  the  term,  too,  from  which 
is  our  word  “agonize.” — Jacobus. 

A  speculative  question  is  at  the  outset 
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practically  answered  :  strive  by  faitli,  with 
prayer,  holiness,  patience. — Bengel. 

As  if  he  had  said  :  “With  the  number  of 
the  saved  you  have  nothing  to  do  ;  but 
with  your  own  salvation  you  have  every 
thing  to  do.” — M’Leod. 

He  turns  the  questioner’s  thoughts  back 
upon  himself.  It  is  as  though  he  had  saic.> 
I  say  not  whether  there  be  few  or  many, 
but  this  I  say,  Strive  to  be  among  them. 

Strait  gate.  Strait  here  means,  narrow. 
■“Through  the  narrow'  door.” 

The  narrow  entrance  of  repentance  and 
self-denial,  and  the  taking  up  of  the  cross  to 
follow  Christ. 

The  more  public  gateways  of  eastern 
towns  are  of  goodly  size,  and  often  built 
with  much  show  of  architecture.  But  pri¬ 
vate  and  secret  gates  were  quite  narrow. 

“I  have  seen  these  strait  gates  and  nar¬ 
row  ways,  ‘with  here  and  there  a  travel¬ 
ler.’  They  are  in  retired  corners,  and  must 
be  sought  for,  and  are  opened  only  to  those 
who  knock,  and  when  the  sun  goes  down 
and  the  night  comes  on,  they  are  shut  and 
locked.  ”  — Thomson. 

At  Matt.  vii.  13  the  same  figure  is  used, 
but  the  contrast  is  brought  out  by  the 
“wide  gate”  and  “broad  way.” 

There  was  often  a  small  door  in  or  near 
the  larger  city  gates,  which  was  opened 
only  to  those  who  knocked.  After  it  was 
once  shut  and  locked  for  the  night,  no¬ 
body  was  allowed  to  enter. 

Many  will  seek  to  enter  in.  Many  will 
seek  to  enter  the  kingdom  by  some  other 
way,  not  the  strait  and  narrow  gate  of  re¬ 
pentance  and  faith. 

The  way  is  open,  but  to  enter  requires 
that  humility  without  which  none  can  re¬ 
pent  and  believe,  and  winch  is  not  natural 
to  sinners. — Riddle. 

Shall  not  be  able.  It  is  not  because  the 
gate  is  difficult  to  find,  but  because  we  are 
unwilling  to  find  and  enter  in  through  the 
gate,  that  there  are  few  who  enter.  It  is 
wide  enough  to  admit  any  soul,  but  too 
narrow  to  admit  any  sin. 

According  to  verse  25  the  reference  seems 
to  be  to  time  rather  than  to  place.  The 
sense  would  then  be,  Seek  to  enter  in  now , 
while  the  gate  is  open  and  persons  can  en¬ 
ter,  do  not  dally,  do  not  tarry,  but  press 
through.  For  the  time  will  come,  when 


many  shall  seek  with  all  their  strength  to 
enter,  but  shall  not  be  able,  because  the 
door  is  shut. 

The  text  is  thus  an  urgent  command  to 
immediate  faith  in  Christ  and  a  warning  of 
the  fatal  consequences  of  delay. — M’Cook. 

25.  When  once.  “From  the  time  that.” 
In  this  verse  is  a  reason  why  this  “strive” 
is  so  important. — Alfoud. 

Allusion  is  made  to  nuptial  feasts.  These 
were  celebiated  by  night.  The  house  was 
filled  with  lights.  Thus  they  who  were  ad¬ 
mitted  had  the  benefit  of  light ;  but  they 
who  were  excluded  were  m  darkness  out¬ 
side  the  house, — “outer  darkness,”  which 
necessarily  appeared  more  gloomy  compared 
with  the  light  within.  The  guests  entered 
by  a  narrow  wicket  gate,  at  which  the  por¬ 
ter  stood  to  preveut  the  unbidden  from 
rushing  in.  When  all  that  had  been  in¬ 
vited  were  arrived,  the  door  was  shut,  and 
not  opened  to  those  who  stood  without, 
however  much  they  knocked. — Major. 

Hath  shut  the  door.  This  is  the  office  of 
Christ  alone  ;  as  only  he  can  admit  to,  so 
only  he  can  bar  out  from  the  kingdom  the 
souls  of  men  Rev.  iii.  7. 

The  passage  fully  shows  that  there  is  a 
point' at  which  the  period  of  probation  ends  ; 
the  door  of  opportunity  is  shut  against  the 
sinner  and  salvation  is  impossible. 

Risen  up.  From  his  seat.  Here  the 
feast  is  one  at  which  a  householder — “mas¬ 
ter  of  the  hruse  ” — entertained  his  own 
family  relationship.  When  all  were  assem¬ 
bled,  he  rises  and  closes  the  door  ;  not  the 
gate,  for  this  was  without  where  the  jan¬ 
itor  sat,  but  the  door  of  the  house.  There 
could  be  no  longer  any  admittance  to  the 
feast,  and  it  was  no  fault  of  the  gate,  but  of 
those  who  did  not  enter. — Jacobus. 

Ye  begin  &fc.  While  the  door  was  open 
there  was  utter  iudiiference,  but  when  it 
was  closed  the  squandered  privilege  was 
sought  to  be  j  egained. 

How  true  the  picture  to  the  ways  of 
many  who  waste  life  and  its  opportunities, 
and  when  the  door  ot  death  swings  upon 
its  hinges  to  shut  them  out  from  these, 
send  for  the  minister  and  show  interest  in 
their  salvation. — M’Cook. 

“Observe  the  striking  climax  :  First  stand¬ 
ing  sometime,  then  knocking,  then  call- 
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ing,  finally  reminding  of  former  acquain¬ 
tance.” — Oosterzee. 

Lord.  Lord,  open  unto  us  !  Touching 
prayer,  but  vain  !  And  if  these  agonizing 
appeals  be  vain,  what  hope  have  they  who 
fondly  trust  to  reach  the  ear  of  Christ  in 
behalf  of  their  beloved  dead? 

We  are  reminded  here  of  the  vain  appeal 
of  the  foolish  virgins  Matt.  xxv.  10-12. 

O  how  new,  how  late,  and  how  abiding 
shall  be  their  sense  of  wretchedness  !  When 
the  opportunity  is  gone  man  begins  to  wish  : 
Num.  xiv.  40. 

To  knock  at  the  door,  not  only  strait,  as 
before,  but  now  shut  ! — Bengel. 

I  know  you  not,.  It  is  not  that  he  dis¬ 
claims  an  outward  knowledge,  but  he  does 
not  know  them  in  that  sense  in  which  the 
Lord  says.  “I  know  my  sheep,  and  am 
known  of  mine.” 

The  full  form  of  this  denial  and  its  repe¬ 
tition  (ver.  27),  emphasize  the  thought 
that  those  thus  applying  are  not  members 
of  the  family,  not  expected  guests.  Mor¬ 
ally  they  are  strangers  to  God. 

Ye  are  strangers  to  me,  not  members  of 
my  family,  not  entitled  to  claim  my  hospi¬ 
tality. 

These  words  describe  the  severance  in 
point  of  nature  between  the  Lord  and  these 
pretended  members  of  the  household,  their 
living  in  the  old  natural  state,  their  unre¬ 
generate  condition. — Olshajjsen. 

26.  Then  begin  to  say.  There  are  here 
two  examples  of  fruitless  seeking ;  first 
they  knock,  then  they  begin  to  reason  and 
plead. 

Eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  presence.  We 
have  sat  with  thee  at  the  same  table.  To 
have  eaten  with  one  is  evidence  of  acquain¬ 
tanceship  or  friendship. 

So  the  sinner  may  allege  that  he  was  a 
professed  follower  of  Jesus,  and  had  some 
evideuce  that  Jesus  was  his  friend. 

This  plea  is  that  of  those  who  have  had 
the  most  intimate  external  relations  with 
Christ  and  his  church  ;  they  have  had  the 
place,  and  the  name  and  the  social  privi¬ 
leges  without  the  holy  relation  and  holy 
love  of  friends  of  Jesus. 

Like  the  Pharisees  they  depended  upon 
their  outward  relations  alone  :  they  had 
not  been  reconciled  to  God  and  made  friends 


through  Christ,  and  thus  had  no  place  in 
God’s  kingdom. — M’Cook. 

Thou  hast  taught  in  our  streets.  They 
plead  their  knowledge  of  Christ’s  truth  as 
received  even  from  hi;,  own  lips. 

It  was  customary  with  Jewish  doctors  to 
teach  in  the  streets. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  strik¬ 
ing  climax  in  the  earnestness  of  those  who 
applied  for  admittance  :  lirst  standing  some¬ 
time  without,  then  knocking,  then  calling, 
finally  reminding  of  former  acquaintance, 
but  all  in  vain. 

27.  I  know  you  not.  Their  pleadings 
were  not  only  in  vain,  but  agravated  their 
guilt.  With  the  most  distinguished  privi¬ 
leges  for  knowing  Jesus,  they  had  yet  re¬ 
mained  spiritually  ignorant  of  him  ;  with 
the  lull  light  of  Christ’s  teaching,  they  had 
failed  to  do  their  duty.  Out  or  their  own 
mouths  the  Lord  judges  them. 

Depart  from  me.  This  doom  simply  con¬ 
firms  the  sinner’s  choice  ;  he  who  elects 
separation  from  Christ  shall  he  left  forever 
separate  ;  he  who  scorns  his  friendship, 
shall  he  forever  cut  olf  from  the  number  of 
his  friends. — M’Cook. 

Workers  of  iniquity.  Yet  the  speci¬ 
fied  sins  are  only  neglect  and  procrastination 
and  self-righteousness.  Only?  Alas!  he 
who  refuses  the  life  of  God  through  faith 
in  Christ  has  committed  the  soul-destroying 
sin. 

He  tint  believeth  not  is  condemned  al¬ 
ready,  because  he  hath  not  believed.  John 
iii.  18.  That  is  enough  ;  “Except  a  man 
be  born  again  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
of  God.” 

28.  Weeping  and  gnashing.  This  is  a 
strong  image  of  that  utter  despair,  dark¬ 
ness  and  death  of  a  soul  e  eluded  from 
God. — Never. 

There  is  no  hint  in  this  “weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth,”  of  any  repentance 
after  death . 

For  the  most  part  the  Bible  representa¬ 
tions  of  future  punishment  are  of  fi  .ity  in 
a  state  of  sin,  Rev.  xxii.  11,  and  of  banish¬ 
ment  from  the  presence  of  God  2  ThesS.  i- 
9. — Abbott. 

“Without  the  solemn  conception  of  an 
‘everlastingly  too  late,’  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel  is  robbed  of  its  most  salutary 
salt.” — Van  Oosterzee. 
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They  without  light  or  company,  or  com¬ 
fort,  spent  their  days  and  nights  weeping 
from  grief,  and  in  vainly  gnashing  their 
teeth  from  indignation. — Barnes. 

While  most  of  the  descriptions  of  this 
awful  future  state  are  figurative,  all  the  fig¬ 
ures  point  to  a  reality  which  is  beyond  de¬ 
scription.  Since  the  merciful  Savior  teacoes 
most  about  this  matter,  we  are' not  merci¬ 
ful  if  we  omit  it.  , 

See  Abraham .  The  sight  of  the  saints’ 
glory  will  be  a  great  agravation  of  sinners’ 
misery,  because  they  will  be  conscious  that 
they  might  have  been  in  that  glory  too,  if 
they  had  been  willing.  Read  the  account 
of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus. 

The  rabbinica.  books  contain  a  remarka¬ 
ble  contrast,  illustrating  Jewish  pride  : 
“God  said  to  the  Israelites,  In  the  world  to 
come  I  will  spread  for  you  a  vast  table, 
which  the  Gentiles  shall  see  and  be  con¬ 
founded.  —Alford. 

Yourselves  thrust  out.  Neither  patriar¬ 
chal  nor  apostolical  succession  goes  for 
aught  before  Him  who  is  no  respector  of 
persons. 

The  Jews  put  such  full  trust  in  their  re¬ 
lation  to  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  that  it 
must  have  had  a  peculiar  bitterness  to  them 
lobe  told  that  they  were  to  be  separated 
forever  from  these  worthies. — M’Cook. 

29.  Come  from  East  and  West.  Not 
only  Jews,  but  Gentiles  ;  not  Judea  only, 
but  the  four  corners  of  the  earth  shall  pour 
out  their  peoples  to  swell  the  number  of 
the  saved. 

The  reference  is  to  the  calling  of  the 


Gentiles  of  all  nations  and  people,  and 
tongues  into  the  church. 

From  the  East  Sfc.  The  points  of  the 
compass  are  given  in  their  usual  order,  but 
it  is  something  of  a  coincidence  that  they 
follow  the  course  in  which  the  Gospel  seems 
in  human  history  to  proceed. 

It  first  took  root  in  Syria,  and  Asia  Minor, 
then  spread  to  the  west  of  Europe  and  along 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  then  turn¬ 
ed  northward  to  the  Scandinavian  nations 
and  Britain,  and  since  that  time  has  spread, 
wherever  it  has  spread,  toward  the  South, 
in  Africa,  Asia,  South  America,  and  the 
South  Pacific  Ocean. — Nevin. 

29.  First  .  .  .  last.  Many  who  are  first 
in  privileges  shall  be  last  in  character. 
Many  who  are  first  in  opportunities  shall 
be  last  in  usefulness.  Many  who  are  first 
in  earthly  riches  shall  be  last  in  treasures 
in  heaven.  Many  who  seem  first  and  most 
prominent  on  earth  shall  be  last  and  least 
in  heaven.  A  comfort  to  those  who  seem 
last  ;  a  warning  to  those  who  think  them¬ 
selves  first. 

Those  last  are  the  Gentiles  spoken  of  in 
the  verse  before.  The  first  who  will  be 
last  are  the  Jews,  first  in  calling  and  privi¬ 
lege,  who  will  be  “thrust  out’'  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 

The  churches  of  Asia  Minor  and  Africa 
were  called  first,  and  ^  ere  famous  when 
Britain  was  only  a  field  for  missionaries  ; 
but  now  those  churches  have  become  last, 
and  the  British  churches  fill  the  foremost 
position  in  Christendom.  And  they  too, 
“if  they  continue  not  in  God’s  goodness, 
will  be  cut  ofi"  ”  Rom.  ..i.  22. — Ryle. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


“Looking  upon  Evangelist  Christian 
said:  ‘Whither  must  I  fly?’  Then  said 
Evangelist  pointing  with  his  finger  over  a 
very  wide  field,  ‘Do  you  see  yonder  gate  ?, 
The  man  said  ‘No.’  Then  said  the  other, 
‘Do  you  see  yonder  shining  light  ?”  Ps. 
cxix.  10)  ;  2  Pet.  i.  19.  He  said,  ‘I  think 
I  do.’  Then  said  Evangelist,  ‘Keep  that 
light  in  your  eye,  and  go  up  directly  there¬ 
to,  so  shalt  thou  see  the  gate  ;  at  which 
when  thou  knockest  it  shall  be  told  thee 
what  to  do.’  So  I  saw  in  my  dream  that 
the  man  began  to  run.  Now  he  had  not 


run  far  from  his  own  door  when  his  wife  and 
children,  perceiving  it,  began  to  cry  after 
him  to  return  ;  but  the  man  put  his  fingers 
in  his  ears,  and  ran  on  crying,  Life  !  li.'e  ! 
eternal  life  ! — Bttnyan. 

Verse  23.  It  is  not  for  us  to  ask  curious 
questions  about  others’  future,  but  (1)  to 
take  heed  that  we  are  in  the  kingdom  :  (2) 
to  do  all  we  can  to  bring  others  in. 

Men  fail  of  the  kingdom  in  two  ways  :(1) 
by  not  striving  ;  (2)  by  striving  at  the 
wrong  place,  not  entering  in  by  the  right 
gate. 
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Christian  privileges  and  opportunities, 
even  eating  and  drinking  with  God’s  peo¬ 
ple,  will  not  carry  us  to  heaven. 

Verse  27.  No  worker  of  iniquity  can 
abide  with  Christ.  Rev.  xxi.  27. 

Verse  29.  The  many  at  last  shall  be 
saved,  take  the  whole  world  to  the  end. 

Verse  30.  Privileges  do  not  determine 
our  position  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Mercy’s  Gate. 

I.  A  Direction  ;  “Enter  in 

1.  An  open  door  ; 

2.  A  narrow  door  ; 

II.  An  Exhortation,  “Strive 

1.  Its  nature — earnestness,  prompti¬ 
tude  ; 

2.  The  reason — mere  seekers  and  pro¬ 
crastinators  perish. — Wythe. 

Strive  to  enter  in. 

I.  A  weighty  requirement  ; 

II.  A  just  requirement  ; 

III.  A  beneficent  requirement  ; 

IV.  A  practical  requirement.  Oosterzee. 
Many  wile  seek  to  enter  in,  and  will 

NOT  BE  ABLE. 

I.  When  they  will  enter  in  through  an¬ 
other  door  than  the  narrow  one  ; 

II.  When  they  will  enter  in  through  the 
narrow  door  indeed,  but  only  if  they 
have  made  it  somewhat  wider  ; 


III.  When  they  will  enter  in  through  the 
narrow  door  indeed,  but  without  leav¬ 
ing  behind  what  cannot  be  taken 
along. — Oosterzee. 

The  Kingdom  of  God  is  like  a  Feast  : 
I.  The  Entertainment  ; 

II.  The  Entertainer  ; 

III.  The  Guests  ; 

IV.  The  Spectators. 

Many  First  shall  be  Last — Many  Last 
shall  be  First. 

I.  The  truth  of  this  saying  : 

1.  In  the  days  of  the  Savior  ; 

2.  In  the  Christian  world  of  all  follow¬ 

ing  days  ; 

3.  In  the  sphere  of  missions  ; 

II.  Causes  of  this  phenomenon  : 

1.  Pride  and  slothfulness  of  many 

First  ; 

2.  The  earnestness  and  eagerness  for 

salvation  of  many  Last ; 

2.  The  holy  love  of  God  which  regards 
all  according  to  their  works  ; 

III.  Value  of  this  observation  ;  it  preaches 

1.  To  the  Last  courage  ; 

2.  To  the  First  humility  ; 

3.  To  both  faith  on  the  Lord,  who  will 

be  the  centre  of  union  between 
First  and  Last. — Oosterzee. 


QUESTIONS. 


22.  Whither  was  .Tesus  now  going,  and  for 

what  purpose?  John  xvii.  3. 

23.  What  question  was  asked  ? 

What  did  many  of  the  Jews  believe  on 
this  subject? 

Saved  from  what?  1  Johniii.  8. 

To  whom  did  Jesus  address  his  an¬ 
swer  ? 

24.  What  is  meant  by  strive  ?  1  Tim.  vi.  12. 
What  is  meant  by  strait  gate  ? 

Where  do  we  find  a  similar  saying? 

Matt.  vii.  13,  14. 

What  is  the  difference  between  them  ; 
Ans.  In  Matthew  the  figure  is  that  of 
a  gate  and  way,  here  of  a  palace  and 
narrow  door  of  entrance. 

Why  will  many,  who  seek,  not  be  able 
to  enter  ? 

25.  Who  shuts  the  door  against  them  ? 

How  do  those  without  now  plead  for 

admission  ? 


What  other  example  like  this  is  given? 
Matt.  xxv.  10-12. 

20.  What  intercourse  do  they  claim  to  have 
had  with  the  master? 

27.  What  reply  does  the  master  give  ? 

In  what  sense  does  the  Lord  not  know 
them? 

Who  are  excluded  from  heaven  and 
why  ?  Rev.  xxi  27. 

28.  What  are  the  feelings  of  a  soul  exclu¬ 

ded  from  God  ? 

Where  are  they  sent  ?  Jer.  xxiii.  39. 
Will  the  sight  of  the  saints  in  glory  re¬ 
lieve  them  or  agravate  their  misery  ? 
Who  is  mentioned  as  thus  having  seen 
Abraham  ?  Luke  xvi.  23. 

29.  From  what  part  shall  the  saints  come 

into  the  kingdom  ? 

30.  Who  are  meant  by  the  First,  and  who 

by  the  Last  ? 

How  can  we  become  fit  for  the  king¬ 
dom  ? 
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15  And  when  one  of  them  that  sat  at 
meat  with  him  heard  these  things,  he  said 
unto  him,  Blessed  is  he  that  shall  eat  bread 
iu  the  kingdom  of  God. 

16  Then  said  he  unto  him,  A  certain 
man  made  a  great  supper,  and  bade  many  . 

17  And  sent  his  servant  at  supper  time 
to  say  to  them  that  were  hidden,  Come  ;  for 
all  things  are  now  ready. 

18  And  they  all  with  one  consent  began 
to  make  excuse.  The  first  said  unto  him, 
I  have  bought  a  piece  of  ground,  and  I  must 
needs  go  and  see  it  :  I  pray  thee  have  me 
excused. 

19  And  another  said,  I  have  bought  five 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  I  go  to  prove  them  :  I 
pray  thee  have  me  excused. 


20  And  another  said,  I  have  married  a 
wife,  and  therefore  I  cannot  come. 

21  So  tint  servant  came,  and  showed  his 
lord  these  things.  Then  the  master  of  the 
house,  being  angry,  said  to  his  servant,  Go 
out  quickly  into  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the 
city,  and  bring  in  hither  the  poor,  and  the 
maimed,  and  the  halt,  and  the  blind. 

22  And  the  servant  said,  Lord,  it  is  done 
as  thou  hast  commanded,  and  yet  there  is 
room. 

23  And  the  Lord  said  unto  the  servant. 
Go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and 
compel  them  to  come  in,  that  my  house  may 
be  filled. 

24  For  I  say  unto  you,  That  none  of 
those  men  which  were  bidden  shall  taste  of 
my  supper. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. — Blessed  is  he  that  shall  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God. — 

Luke  xiv.  15. 

TOPICS  — Prepared.  Refused.  Enjoyed. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


15  And  while  Jesus  was  thus  discours¬ 
ing,  one  of  the  guests  at  the  Pharisee’s  ta¬ 
ble  hearing  these  useful  things,  and  willing 
to  keep  up  so  good  a  spirit  of  conversation, 
said  to  him,  Happy  indeed  is  he  who  shall 
be  honored  so  far  as  to  eat  bread  in  the 
kingdom  of  God  :  blessed  man,  who  shall 
live  in  the  time  of  the  Messiah,  and  share 
the  entertainments  he  will  prepare  for  his 
people,  when  these  virtues  of  humility,  con- 
descention,  and  charity  shall  flourish  in  all 
their  glory  ! 

16  On  this  natural  occasion,  our  Lord 
thought  it  proper  to  remind  him  and  the 
company,  that  many  who,  on  mistaken  no¬ 
tions  of  this  kingdom,  professed  to  desire  it, 
were  under  the  force  of  such  carnal  preju¬ 
dices  on  this  head,  that  they  would  in  fact 
slight  and  reject  it.  And  to  this  purpose  he 
uttered  the  following  parable,  and  said  to 
him  that  had  expressed  so  high  a  notiou  of 
the  entertainments  of  his  kingdom,  A  cer¬ 
tain  man  made  a  great  supper,  and  invited 
many  guests  : 

17  And  he  sent  out  his  servant  at  the 
hour  of  supper  to  say  to  those  that  were  in¬ 
vited,  as  they  delayed  their  coming,  My 
master  desires  you  would  come  away  as  soon 
as  possible,  for  all  things  prepared  for  the 
entertainment  are  now  ready. 


18  And  they  all  began  with  one  [con¬ 
sent,  ]  as  if  by  mutual  agreement  they  had 
all  contrived  to  put  a  slight  on  the  enter¬ 
tainment,  to  excuse  themselves  on  one  pre¬ 
tence  or  another.  The  first  said  to  him 
that  was  sent,  I  have  just  now  purchased  a 
field,  and  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  going, 
to  see  it  ;  I  entreat  thee  therefore  to  make- 
my  excuse. 

19  And  another  said,  I  have  just  bought 
five  yoke  of  oxen,  and  I  am  going  to  try* 
them,  that  I  may  see  how  they  will  draw  ; 
I  beseech  thee  therefore  to  make  my  excuse, 
and  assure  thy  master  that  it  is  important 
business  that  prevents  me. 

20  And  another  said,  I  have  very  lately 
married  a  wife,  and  shall  have  company  t> 
entertain,  and  therefore  you  will  easily  per¬ 
ceive  I  cannot  come  to  attend  your  master’s 
feast  and  neglect  my  own. 

21  And  that  servant  returning,  told  h's 
lord  all  these  things.  Then  the  master  of 
the  house  who  had  made  the  entertinmenta 
was  very  angry,  as  he  reasonably  might  be. 
to  see  such  an  affront  put  upon  his  splendid 
preparations,  and  such  an  ungrateful  return 
made  for  the  peculiar  kindness  and  respect 
he  had  shown  in  sending  for  these  guests  ; 
and  therefore  he  said  to  his  servant,  Go  out 
directly  into  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the 
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city,  and  bring  in  hither  the  poor,  and  the 
disabled,  and  the  lame,  and  ihe  blind,  that 
they  may  come  and  partake  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment  ;  for  I  had  rather  see  my  house 
filled  with  such  guests  than  empty  as  it  is 
now. 

22  And  the  servant  quickly  came  back, 
and  said,  Sir,  what  thou  didst  please  to  com¬ 
mand  is  done  ;  these  poor  distressed  people 
are  come  in,  and  sat  down  at  the  table,  and 
still  there  is  room  for  more  guests,  and  en¬ 
tertainment  enough  provided  to  feast  many 
others. 

And  the  lord  said  to  the  servant,  Go  out 
then  into  the  roads  without  the  city,  and, 
rather  than  fail,  look  for  the  poorest  and 
most  helpless  travellers,  who  are  sheltering 
themselves  under  the  trees  and  hedges  ; 
and,  if  importunity  be  necessary  to  such, 
press  them  that  you  find  there  by  the  most 
earnest  invitation  to  come  in,  that  my  house 
may  be  well  filled. 

24  For  I  say  unto  you  that  none  of  those 
men  who  were  invited,  if  they  should  now 


be  ever  so  desirous  of  it ,  shall  be  admitted 
so  much  as  to  taste  of  my  supper,  since  they 
have  so  rudely  and  ungratefully  slighted  it. 

And  in  like  manner,  such  will  the  divine 
conduct  be,  with  regard  to  the  Gospel,  God 
sends  his  messengers  in  the  most  importu¬ 
nate  manner  to  invite  you  Jews  to  come  and 
partake  of  its  rich  entertainment  :  yet  you 
neglect  it  on  the  meanest  pretences,  and 
one  is  too  busy  and  another  too  idle  to  at¬ 
tend  to  it.  But  he  will  severely  resent  the 
affront,  and  (though  it  may  seem  to  you  as 
unaccountable  a  conduct  as  that  which  I 
have  represented  in  this  parable)  will  call 
in  the  poor,  ignorant4  and  wretched  Gen¬ 
tiles.  who  were  wandering  in  the  most  help¬ 
less  circumstances  in  the  ways  of  idolatry 
and  wickedness,  and  his  church  shall  be 
filled  with  them  ;  while  you,  who  reject  his 
Gospel,  shall  in  righteous  judgment  be  your¬ 
selves  rejected,  and  perish  for  want  of  those 
mercies  whicn  you  now  despise. — Dodd¬ 
ridge. 


ANALYSIS  OF  TIIE  LESSON. 


The  Parable  of  the  Gospel  Feast. 

I.  The  circumstances  that  gave  rise  to 
this  parable  ;  II. 

II.  The  preparation  of  the  feast : 

1.  Who  prepared  it ;  16. 

2.  What  he  prepared  ; 

3.  For  whom  it  was  prepared  ; 

III.  The  threefold  invitation  at  the  time 
of  the  feast : 

1.  The  first  invitation  : 

a.  By  whom  it  was  made  :  17. 

b .  When  it  was  made  : 

■c.  How  it  was  made  : 

(1)  By  a  friendly  invitation  ; 

(2)  By  a  commendation  of  the 
feast ; 

d.  The  rejection  of  the  call  is  de¬ 
scribed  : 

(1)  In  general : 

(а)  Who  rejected  it ;  18. 

(б)  How  they  rejected  it . 

(2)  In  particular  : 

(a)  The  first  of  them  : 

£1]  His  excuse,  land  : 

[2]  His  politeness,  I  pray  thee. 

( b )  The  second  of  them  : 

[1]  His  excuse,  oxen. 

[2]  His  politeness,  I  pray  thee. 

(c)  The  third  of  them  : 

[1]  His  excuse  ; 

[2]  His  impoliteness,  wife,  can¬ 

not  come. 


2.  The  second  invitation  : 

a.  The  occasion  of  this  invitation  : 

(1)  The  of  report  the  servant .  21. 

(2)  The  anger  of  the  master. 

b.  The  invitation  ordered  : 

(1)  By  whom  it  was  ordered  : 

(2)  Bow  it  was  to  be  made  : 

( a )  By  going  into  streets  and 

lanes  ; 

(b)  By  bringing  them  in  . 

(2)  Who  weie  to  be  brought  in, 
The  poor,  maimed,  &c. 

3.  The  third  invitation  ; 

a.  The  occasion  of  this  invitation  was 

the  report  of  the  servant, 

(1)  That  the  order  had  been  obey¬ 

ed  22 

(2)  That  there  was  still  room  ; 

b.  The  invitation  ordered, 

(1)  By  whom  ordered,  23 

(2)  How  it  should  be  done, 

( a )  Going  into  the  highways,  &c. 

( b )  Compelling  to  come  in  : 

(3)  Why  this  should  be  done, 

'That  my  lionse  may  be  filled. 

c.  The  exclusion  of  the  dispisers  ; 

( 1 )  The  assurance  of  this  exclusion  ; 

(2)  The  persons  who  shall  be  ex¬ 

cluded  ; 

(3)  From  what  they  shall  be  exclu¬ 

ded. — Starke. 
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HISTORICAL  CONN  ECTION. 


Read  carefully  the  beautiful  lesson  story, 
a  parable  of  Jesus,  of  the  great  supper  and 
the  foolish  people  who  would  not  come. 

The  gospel  is  like  a  feast  ;  it  is  full  of 
good  things  which  make  our  souls  strong 
and  give  us  eternal  life.  Jesus  is  the  Bread 
of  Life,  the  only  thing  which  can  feed 
hungry  souls  ;  he  is  the  Water  of  Life,  of 
which  if  we  drink  we  shall  never  need  to 
taste  of  this  world’s  pleasures.  Jesus  calls 
loudly,  “Come,  everybody  ;  all  is  ready.  I 
have  died  that  you  may  be  saved.”  Yet  it 
is  very  strange,  but  people  make  many  ex¬ 
cuses  to  stay  away.  One  boy  says,  ‘  ‘I  have 
so  many  lessons  I  can’t  learn  of  Jesus  just 
now.”  Another,  “I  have  so  much  to  do  I 


have  no  time  yet.”  A  girl  says,  “Wait  un¬ 
til  I  attend  dancing  school  a  while  and  go 
to  parties  till  I  am  tired  of  it,”  and  another, 
“I  must  think  of  how  to  get  pretty  dresses.” 
One  thinks  she  is  too  young,  and  another 
too  old,  and  many  say,  “I  don’t  see  but  I 
am  as  good  as  those  who  call  themselves 
Christians.”  Some  are  good  enough,  and 
some  too  sinful. 

Will  you  make  such  foolish  excuses,  and 
wait  until  some  one  else  is  taken  in  your 
place,  or  will  you  go  now,  while  yet  there  is 
room  ?  If  you  have  not  yet  accepted  this 
invitation,  take  a  piece  of  paper  and  write 
this  question. — Kennedy. 


BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES 


1 


II 


THE 

GIVEN. 
REFUSED. 
i’O  THE  POOR, 
NO  EXCUSE. 

ROOM 
ENOUGH 
THE  GOSPEE  EE  AST 


IS 


FOR  ALL. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


This  parable  of  the  great  supper  is  quite 
different  from  the  parable  of  the  marriage 
of  the  King’s  Son,  though  some  points  in 
the  two  resemble  each  other. 

15.  One  of  them.  As  there  were  evident¬ 
ly  no  poor  people  invited  by  the  Pharisee  to 
his  feast,  except  Jesus  and  his  apostles,  this 
was  doubtless  one  of  his  rich  friends,  whose 
remark  gave  the  Savior  occasion  to  deliver 
the  parable  of  the  great  supper. — Oosteb- 
zee. 

Blessed  is  he,  fyc.  This  exclamation  was 
called  forth  by  the  mention  of  the  recom¬ 
pense  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  verse 
14,  and  meant  “Blessed  is  he  who  shall  win 
that  recompense.” 

Eat  Bread.  Is  a  well  known  Hebrew 
phrase  for  sharing  in  a  repast,  whether  it 
be  at  a  common  meal  or  a  sumptuous  feast. 

The  Jews  in  the  time  of  the  Savior  took 
their  meals  reclining  upon  couches.  The 


table  was  usually  square  or  oblong,  and 
there  were  three  couches,  set  against  the 
sides  of  the  table,  having  one  side  open  for 
the  servants  to  set  on  food  and  attend  to  the 
wants  of  the  guests.  They  recline  uporr 
toeir  left  elbow  supported  by  cushions,  the 
feet  being  extended  outwardly,  and  the  back 
of  each  guest  turned  toward  his  next  neigh¬ 
bor.  The  uppermost  seats  at  the  feast  are 
at  the  corners  of  the  table,  where  they  will 
be  served  first  and  with  the  choicest  mor¬ 
sels. 

The  man  understood  Christ  as  referring 
to  a  temporal  kingdom,  for  which  they  lool  - 
ed  when  they  sit  around  him  at  his  talue. 
They  believed  that  the  kingdom  should  be 
opened  by  a  great  feast,  at  which  all  the 
Jews  should  be  guests. — Jacobus. 

It  was  Balaam’s  “ler  me  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like 
his.”  Num.  xxiii.  10,  without  any  anxieiy 
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about  his  life,  fondly  wishing  that  all  were 
right  with  him  at  last,  while  all  heedless  of 
the  present. — T.  F.  $•  B. 

16  A  certain  man.  In  this  parable  it  is 
not  a  king,  but  a  private  citizen  who  made 
the  feast. 

The  certain  man  represents  Christ  who 
has  prepared  a  great  gospel  feast  and  in¬ 
vited  many. 

A  great  supper.  It  was  a  great  surper 
for  two  reasons  ;  1.  That  a  great  quantity 
of  provisions  had  been  prepared,  and  2, 
that  a  great  many  guests  had  been  invited. 

The  gospel  feast  is  great  in  its  company, 
for  no  man  can  number  them  ;  it  is  great 
in  its  blessedness,  for  no  man  can  conceive 
this  ;  it  is  great  in  its  duration,  for  it  will 
last  forever. 

Bade  many.  Christ  still  bids  many  ;  all 
are  Kdden. 

These  guests  first  invited  (as  in  Matthew) 
represent  the  Jewish  people,  but  more  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Pharisees  and  rulers  (see  ver. 
21).  The  parable  was  addressed  to  these 
classes. 

It  was  the  custom  among  the  Jews,  in 
giving  entertainments,  first  to  issue  their 
invitations  to  their  guests  generally,  and 
then  on  the  day  appointed  to  send  out 
again  to  those  who  were  invited,  to  call 
them  to  the  feast. — Nevin. 

There  is  little  difficulty  in  understanding 
this  parable  :  The  man  who  made  the  sup¬ 
per  is  doubtless  designed  to  represent  God  ; 
the  supper  are  the  provisions  which  he 
made  for  the  salvation  of  men  ;  and  the  in¬ 
vitation  are  the  offers  of  salvation  which  he 
made  to  men,  particularly  to  the  Jews. — 
Barnes. 

The  prophets  of  the  Old  Dispensation 
gave  the  invitation  ;  compare  Isa.  lv.  and 
similar  passages. 

17.  Sent  Ms  servant.  A  general  invita¬ 
tion  had  been  sent  before,  but  this  servant 
was  sent  at  the  time  the  supper  was  ready. 

The  time  here  indicated  coincides  with 
the  fulness  of  time,  Gal.  iv.  4,  while  the 
servant  can  be  none  other  than  the  Messiah, 
of  Isaiah.  He  makes  known  to  Israel  that 
the  blessings  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  are 
now  attainable  for  them,  and  that  in  such 
wise,  that  they  have  nothing  else  to  do, 
than  to  come,  to  take,  and  to  eat. — Ooster- 
zee. 


The  three  messages  were  delivered  (1)  by 
John  the  Baptist  and  our  Lord  ;  (2)  by  our 
Lord  and  the  apostles  ;  (3)  by  the  apostles 
and  those  who  came  after. — Alford. 

Come  ;  for  a’ l  things  are  ready.  The  in¬ 
vitation  is  immediate,  and  to  come  im¬ 
mediately.  The  call  is  based  on  the  prepa¬ 
rations  made. 

The  gospel  call  is  based  on  what  God  has 
done,  on  the  gospel  facts.  ‘‘The  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  at  hand.’-  Matt.  iv.  17. 

We  are  not  to  make  ready,  foi  God  has 
made  ready  what  is  needful. 

The  Lord’s  supper  sets  forth  in  emblems 
the  same  facts  and  the  same  invitations. 

The  refusal  of  the  guests  does  not  alter  the 
facts  or  the  call  based  upon  them. — Biddle. 

The  message  representing  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  John  the  Baptist  and  our  Lord, 
“The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.” — Al¬ 
ford. 

There  was,  beyond  a  doubt,  in  the  world’s 
history  a  time  when  more  than  any  other  it 
might  be  said,  “all  things  are  now  ready 
a  fulness  of  time  in  which,  when  it  was  ar¬ 
rived,  and  not  till  then,  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  was  set  up,  and  men  invited — the 
Jew  first,  and  afterward  the  Gentile — to  en¬ 
ter  into  it. — Trench. 

18.  They  all.  The  rejection  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  offer  by  the  Jews  was  very  general,  and 
among  the  rulers  and  Pharisees  almost  uni¬ 
versal. 

The  parable  sets  forth  what  had  happened 
already  during  Christ’s  ministry,  and  was 
also  prophetic  of  what  was  to  happen  in 
the  future. 

With  one  consent.  Or  mind.  From  the 
same  motive,  in  the  same  spirit. 

Their  excuses  differ  both  in  matter  and 
manner,  but  all  of  them  spring  from  world¬ 
liness  in  some  form. 

Began  to  make  excuse.  The  excuses  which 
follow  are  not  those  of  hardened  wicked¬ 
ness,  or  obstinate  unbelief ;  but  rather 
spring  from  a  careless  unconcern. 

They  exactly  picture  to  us  what  our  Lord 
meant  in  the  parable  of  the  marriage  of 
the  King’s  Son,  when  he  said  those  invited 
made  light  of  the  invitation.  Matt.  xxii. 
5. 

The  excuses  were  a  mere  pretense,  to 
cover  up  the  dislike  which  the  persons  felt ; 
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and  thus  they  manifested  a  spirit  worthy  to 
be  frowned  on.  The  temper  of  these  self- 
excusers  is  threefold ;  and  the  excuses 
themselves  are  threefold ;  their  spirit  is 
one.  The  first  alleges  a  necessity, — he 
must  go  and  see  his  land  ;  the  second  not 
so  much  as  this,  only  his  own  plan  and  pur¬ 
pose, — “I  go  to  prove  them  the  third 
not  so  much  as  either  of  these,  but  rudely 
asserts,  ‘T cannot”  (i.  e.  “Iwillnot  come”). 
Also  the  excuses  themselves  are  threefold. 
The  first  has  his  worldly  possessions,  the 
second  his  purchase  of  stock  to  prove,  the 
third  his  home  engagements.  All  are  de¬ 
tained  by  worldliness,  in  however  varied 
forms. — Alford. 

I  have  bought  a  piece  of  ground.  The 
baying  of  ground  &c.,  are  not  bad  in  them¬ 
selves  ;  but  it  is  bad  to  be  encumbered  by 
them,  and  to  make  worldly  necessities  a 
plea  for  the  neglect  of  spiritual  duties. — 
Bengel. 

Perhaps  he  had  purchased  it  on  condition 
that  he  found  it  as  good  as  it  had  been  rep¬ 
resented  to  him. — Barnes. 

I  must  needs  go.  I  am  under  the  neces¬ 
sity  to  go  and  see  it,  —possibly  pleading  a 
contract  or  an  agreement  that  he  would  go 
soon  and  examine  it. — Barnes. 

Sinners  sometimes  plead  that  they  are 
under  the  necessity  to  neglect  the  duties  of 
religion.  The  affairs  of  the  world  are  so 
pressing,  they  pretend  that  they  cannot  find 
time  to  attend  to  their  souls.  They  have 
no  time  to  pray,  or  read  the  Scriptures,  or 
attend  the  worship  of  God,  In  this  way 
many  lose  their  souls. 

God  cannot  regard  such  an  excuse  for  ne¬ 
glecting  religion  with  approbation.  He 
commands  us  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  his  righteousness,  nor  can  he  ap¬ 
prove  any  excuse  that  men  may  make  for 
not  doing  it. — Barnes. 

Why  did  he  not  look  at  the  ground  before 
he  bought  it  ?  If  he  had  been  a  good  busi¬ 
ness  man,  he  would  have  seen  his  ground 
first  ;  he  couldn’t  make  the  bargain  any 
better  by  going  to  look  at  it  now.  And, 
now  that  he  has  got  it,  he  can  go  and  look 
at  it  any  time  ;  the  land  could  not  run 
away.  It  was  not  that  he  had  made  a  par¬ 
tial  bargain,  and  might  withdraw,  or  that 
some  one  might  step  in  ahead  of  him  and 
get  the  ground  from  him.  He  did  not  have 


even  that  excuse.  He  had  bought  the  land  ; 
there  was  no  fear  that  he  should  loose  his 
title  to  it.  Yet  he  must  needs  go  and  see  it. 
Strange  time  to  go  and  see  ground,  just  at 
supper  time  !  On  the  face  of  it,  it  was  a 
downright  lie.  He  did  not  want  to  go  to 
the  feast,  and  so  he  manufactured  this  ex¬ 
cuse  to  ease  his  conscience.  This  is  what 
people  make  excuses  for.  The  Devil  gets 
men  into  that  cradle,  and  rocks  them  to 
sleep  in  it. — D.  L.  Moody. 

Have  me  excused.  There  is  a  vast  differ¬ 
ence  between  excuses  and  reasons.  These 
men  gave  excuses  ;  they  did  not  give  their 
real  reasons.  And  most  of  the  excuses  men 
give  for  not  becoming  Christians  are  mere 
excuses  ;  they  do  not  give  their  reasons. 
Take  away  all  their  excuses,  and  yet  they 
will  remain  impenitent. 

19  I  have  bought  five  yoke  of  oxen.  This 
one,  too,  is  hindered  by  his  property,  from 
accepting  the  invitation,  but  he  is  less  cour¬ 
teous  than  the  first. 

He  does  not  ask  permission  to  go,  is  not 
merely  minded  to  do  this,  but  is  already 
at  that  moment  actually  going,  “I  am  go* 
ing  even  now,”  says  he,  already  on  the 
point  to  start,  and  has  only  just  time  to  add  : 
*‘I  beg  thee,”  while  he  already  desires  to 
be  with  his  oxen. — Oosterzee. 

Why  not  prove  them  before  he  bought 
them  ?  It  was  no  time  to  prove  oxen  after 
they  were  bought.  And  now.  that  the  bar¬ 
gain  was  closed  he  could  prove  them  any 
time.  Why  not  let  them  stand  in  the  stall 
till  he  had  accepted  this  invitation  ?  Don’t 
you  see,  this  is  another  lie? — Moody. 

This  man  is  described  as  a  farmer.  He 
has  to  make  his  living,  and  must  give  his 
time  and  his  thoughts  to  it.  He  is  taken 
up  with  the  business  of  his  farm.  He  has 
no  time  for  the  great  supper. 

20.  I  have  married  a  wife.  This  man  is 
hindered  by  family  ties.  He  must  think  of 
those  of  his  own  household.  This  he  con¬ 
siders  quite  a  sufficient  excuse,  so  tbat  he 
does  not,  like  the  other  two,  pray  to  be  ex¬ 
cused,  but  says  bluntly,  ‘T  cannot  come.” 

If  in  the  first  two  it  is  the  pride  and  the 
business,  in  the  last  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
world  that  keeps  him  from  Christ.  ‘‘See 
you  not  that  I  have  a  feast  of  my  own  ? 
Why  trouble  me  then  with  yours  ?” 
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The  third  man’s  excuse  was  the  most  re- 
diculousof  them  all  “I  have  married  a  wife 
and  therefore  I  cannot  come.”  Why  did 
he  not  take  his  wife  along  with  him  ?  Who 
likes  to  go  to  a  feast  better  than  a  young 
bride  ?  He  might  have  asked  her  to  go  too  ; 
and  if  she  were  not  willing,  then  let  her 
stay  at  home.  The  fact  was,  he  did  not 
want  to  go. — Moody. 

We  cannot  but  be  amazed  that  such  ex¬ 
cuses  are  self-sufficient  to  interfere  with  our 
salvation,  and  that  men  can  be  satisfied  for 
such  reasons  to  exclude  themselves  from 
the  kingdom  of  God. — Barnes. 

21.  Showed  his  Lord.  Told  his  master 
of  the  excuses  of  those  who  had  been  in¬ 
vited. 

He  declared  the  ill  success  with  which  he 
had  met,  reported  to  him  the  excuses  which 
all  had  made  ;  even  as  hitherto  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood,  not  so  much  as  one  among  the  spirit¬ 
ual  chiefs  of  the  Jewish  nation  had  attached 
himself  openly  and  without  reserve  to 
Christ.  John  v.  48. — Trench. 

Being  angry.  The  anger  was  natural  on 
the  part  of  “the  master  of  the  house.” 
While  God’s  anger  is  not  like  that  of  man, 
he  has  a  holy  wrath  against  sin,  which  ex¬ 
ceeds  ours. 

Worldly  excuses  are  all  in  vain  ;  for  they 
all  assume  that  what  we  want  to  do  is  pre¬ 
ferred  to  what  God  would  have  us  do. 
That  is  the  attitude  of  sin,  which  is  antag¬ 
onism  to  God.  He  must  hate  it  because  he 
is  what  he  is,  and  it  is  what  it  is. 

Go  out  quickly.  There  was  no  delay  in 
providing  new  guests.  Soon  this  offer  must 
pass  away. 

Into  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city. 
The  servant  was  not  as  yet  to  go  out  of 
“the  city.”  Those  first  invited  represent 
the  leaders  of  the  Jews,  the  Pharisees ; 
those  who  knew  the  Old  Testament  best, 
according  to  its  letter,  and  to  whom  the  in¬ 
vitation  had  therefore  most  plainly  come. 

He  directs  them  to  go  to  another  class, 
yet  still  of  the  Jews  of  the  city  ;  but  to  go 
from  the  palaces  to  the  streets  and  lanes 
and  call  in  such  as  the  poor  &c. — Jacobus. 

Poor,  maimed ,  halt,  blind.  The  poor,  who 
are  in  need  of  food  and  are  hungry  ;  maimed, 
who  are  cripples,  deprived  of  the  use  of 
some  of  their  limbs  ;  halt,  who  are  lame, 
walk  with  crutches  or  need  help  to  go  from 


place  to  place  ;  blind,  who  were  either  born 
blind  or  lost  their  sight  by  accident. 

These  represent  the  publicans  and  sin¬ 
ners,  the  wretched  and  despised,  whom 
Christ  “quickly”  invited,  and  who  were  as 
quick  to  respond.  In  this  point  the  parab  e 
sets  forth  what  was  taking  place  at  that 
very  time. 

These  made  no  excuses.  “The  blind  had 
no  field  to  view,  the  lame  could  not  go  be¬ 
hind  his  oxen,  the  maimed  had  no  wife  who 
would  have  hindered  him  from  coming  :  only 
the  feeling  of  poverty  could  have  held  them 
back  ;  but  this  feeling  also  vanishes,  since 
they  must  be  in  a  friendly  way  led  in  by 
the  servant. — Van  Oosterzee. 

22.  It  is  done  as  thou  hast  commanded. 
The  servant  had  carried  out  the  command 
of  his  master,  the  poor,  lame,  blind  &c.r 
had  accepted  the  invitation  and  come  to  the 
feast.  This  he  reported  to  the  Master. 

And  yet  there  is  room.  The  palace  is 
large,  and  the  guest  room  sufficient  to  con¬ 
tain  all  that  will  come,  and  the  servant 
would  like  to  have  it  filled  with  guests. 

“Not  only  nature,  but  grace  also,  abhors 
a  vacuum.” — Bengee. 

The  room  is  indeed  as  vast  as  the  merits 
of  his  atonement,  capacious  as  heaven  itself. 
— Whedon. 

What  a  glorious  declaration  is  this  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  gospel  !  There  is  yet  room. 
Millions  have  been  invited,  and  have  come 
and  have  gone  to  heaven — but  heaven  is  not 
yet  full.  There  is  a  banquet  there  which  no 
numbers  can  exhaust  ;  there  are  fountains 
which  no  number  can  drink  dry  ;  there  are 
harps  there  which  other  hands  may  strike, 
and  there  are  seats  there  which  others  may 
occupy.  Heaven  is  not  full,  and  there  yet 
is  room. 

The  Sab  bath -school  teacher  may  say  to 
his  class,  there  yet  is  room  ;  the  parent  may 
say  to  his  children,  there  yet  is  room  ;  the 
minister  of  the  gospel  may  go  and  say  to 
the  wide  world,  there  yet  is  room. 

The  mercy  of  God  is  not  exhausted  ;  the 
blood  of  the  atonement  has  not  lost  its  effi¬ 
cacy  ;  heaven  is  not  full. 

What  a  sad  message  it  would  be  if  we 
were  compelled  to  go  and  say,  “There  is  no 
more  room,  Heaven  is  full.  No  other  one 
can  be  saved.  No  matter  what  their  pray¬ 
ers,  or  tears,  or  sighs,  they  cannot  be  saved. 
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Every  place  is  filled  ;  every  seat  is  occu¬ 
pied  !” 

But  thanks  to  God,  this  is  not  the  mes¬ 
sage  which  we  have  to  bear  ;  and  if  there 
yet  is  room,  then  co  me,  sinners,  young  and 
old,  and  enter  into  heaven.  Fill  up  that 
room,  that  heaven  may  be  full  of  the  happy 
and  the  blessed.  If  any  part  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  is  to  be  vacant,  O  let  it  be  the  dark 
world  of  woe  ! — Barnes. 

23.  Go  out  into  the  highways.  Since 
enough  had  not  been  found  in  the  streets 
and  lanes  of  the  city,  he  commands  him  to 
go  into  the  roads  the  public  highways  of 
the  city  and  bring  in  those  whom  he  met 
there. 

And  Hedges.  A  hedge  is  an  enclosure 
around  a  field  or  vineyard.  It  was  com¬ 
monly  made  of  thorns  which  were  planted 
thick,  and  which  kept  the  cattle  out  of  the 
vineyard. 

Those  in  the  hedges  were  poor  laborers, 
employed  in  planting  or  trimming  them ; 
men  of  the  lowest  class  and  of  great  pov¬ 
erty. 

This  refers  to  the  extension  of  the  gospel 
invitation  among  the  Gentiles.  As  this 
was  a  work  of  time,  “quickly”  is  not  ad¬ 
ded  here. 

The  sending  outside  of  the  city  for  guests 
did  not  take  place  until  after  the  servant 
had  returned  to  his  lord.  So  the  calling  of 
the  Gentiles  was  not  until  after  the  ascen¬ 
sion  of  Christ. 

Compel  them  to  come  in.  That  is,  urge 
them,  press  them  earnestly,  one  and  all. 

No  doubt  in  the  parable  the  compulsion 
was  physical  ;  but  in  the  application  it.  is 
purely  moral. 

Those  sent  out  to  invite  men  to  the  gos¬ 
pel  feast  are  to  use  such  earnestness  that 
their  efforts  become  a  “constraining”  of 
men  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  God.  The 
greatest  success  has  been  achieved  by  those 
who  thus  acted. 

Do  not  hear  their  excuses  on  account  of 
their  poverty  and  low  rank,  but  urge  them 
so  as  to  overcome  their  objections  and  lead 
them  to  the  feast. 

This  expresses  the  earnestness  of  the 
man  ;  his  anxiety  that  his  table  should  be 
filled,  and  his  purposes  not  to  reject  any  on 


account  of  their  poverty  or  ignorance  or 
want  of  apparel. 

So  God  isf  in  earnest  in  regard  to  the 
most  polluted  and  vile.  He  commands  his 
servants,  his  ministers,  to  urge  them  to 
come,  to  press  on  them  the  salvation  of 
the  gospel,  and  to  use  all  the  means  in  their 
power  to  bring  into  heaven  poor  and  needy 
sinners. — Barnes. 

Not  as  if  they  would  make  the  “excuses” 
of  the  first  class,  but  because  it  would  be 
hard  to  get  them  over  two  difficulties.  (1) 
“We  are  not  in  fit  company  for  such  a 
feast.”  (2)  “We  have  no  proper  dress, 
and  are  ill  in  order  for  such  a  presence.” 
How  fitly  does  this  represent  the  difficulties 
and  fears  of  the  sincere  !  How  is  this  met  ? 
‘  'Take  no  excuse  :  make  them  come  as  they 
are  ;  bring  them  along  with  you.”  What  a 
directory  for  ministers  of  Christ. — J.  F. 
and  B. 

24.  For  I  say  unto  you.  This  verse  con¬ 
tains  the  application  of  the  parable  to  those 
who  were  present.  My  supper  would  be  a 
startling  word  to  them. 

None  of  these  men.  This  cannot  mean 
that  none  of  the  Jews  should  be  saved,  but 
none  who  had  decidedly  rejected  the  offer 
of  the  gospel  should  be  saved. 

Jesus  is  suddenly  transformed  into  the 
giver  of  the  feast,  and  speaks  with  strange 
authority  “I  say  unto  you  that  none  of 
those  that  were  bidden  shall  taste  of  My 
supper,  to  which  I  not  only  invite  you,  but 
which  I,  as  the  Son,  with  the  Father,  have 
Myself  prepared  for  you.” — Stier. 

We  may  here  see  how  dangerous  it  is 
once  to  reject  the  gospel  ;  how  dangerous  to 
grieve  away  the  Holy  Spirit.  How  often 
God  forsakes  forever  the  sinner  who  has 
been  once  awakened  and  invited,  and  who 
grieves  the  Spirit  and  rejects  him . 

The  invitation  is  full  and  free  ;  but  when 
it  is  rejected  and  men  turn  willfully  away 
from  it,  God  leaves  them  to  their  chosen 
way,  and  they  are  drowned  in  destruction 
and  perdition. 

How  important  then  is  it,  to  embrace  the 
gospel  at  once  ;  to  accept  the  gracious  in¬ 
vitation,  and  enter  without  delay  the  path 
that  conducts  to  the  heaven  above. — 
Barnes. 
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PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


The  gospel  is  a  feast,  joyful,  abundant, 
satisfying,  with  good  company  and  a  wel¬ 
come. 

Christ  is  always  ready  to  receive  us  ;  we 
need  never  wait  for  a  revival  or  for  further 
invitation. 

There  are  no  good  reasons  for  rejecting 
Christ. 

Think  from  what  the  sinner  asks  to  be 
excused.  Pride  keeps  many  from  the  gos¬ 
pel. 

Business  prevents  many  from  becoming 
Christians. 

The  more  needy  we  are,  the  more  wel¬ 
come.  None  need  stay  away  because  they 
are  not  fit  to  come.  Christ  will  make  us 
fit  if  we  will  come. 

If  we  reject  Christ’s  invitation,  the  time 
will  come  when  he  will  grant  our  petition 
and  reject  us  from  life  for  ever  more. 

Gospel  Provision. 

I.  The  gospel  feast  ; 

1.  Gratuitous  ; 

2.  Abundant  ; 

3.  Suitable  ; 

4.  Satisfactory ; 

II.  The  invitation  : 

1.  It  is  urgent  ;  come  with  an  appe¬ 

tite  ; 

2.  It  is  comprehension, — come  with 

large  expectations  ; 

III.  The  reason  annexed  : 

1.  The  entertainer  ; 

2.  The  entertainment. — Wythe. 

The  Gospel  in  one  sylable. 

I.  Who? 

1.  Moral  sinners  ; 

2.  Ignorant  sinners ; 

3.  Hard-hearted  sinners  ; 


4.  Helpless  sinners  ; 

II.  Whither  : 

1.  To  Christ,  the  only  deliverer  from 

sin,  and 

2.  The  source  of  all  happiness  ; 

III.  How  : 

1.  Continually  ; 

2.  Trustfully  ; 

IV.  When  ; 

1.  Now  in  God’s  time  ; 

2.  Means  are  now  provided  ; 

3.  It  may  be  now  or  never. — Wythe. 
Modern  Excuses  of  Sinners. 

I.  Not  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  re¬ 
ligion  ; 

II.  No  time  for  religion  ; 

III.  Plenty  of  time  for  religion  ; 

IV.  I  am  good  enough  ; 

V.  The  church  is  corrupt ; 

VI.  Christianity  is  a  gloomy  thing; 

VII.  I  will  seek  it  at  death  ; 

VIII.  I  am  too  sinful ; 

IX.  I  will  seek  it  privately. — Barnes. 

Strange  but  true. 

1.  A  strange  fact  : 

1.  That  there  should  be  room  at  such  a 

supper  ; 

2.  That  there  should  be  room  after  such 

an  invitation  ; 

3.  That  there  should  be  room  after 

such  exertions  ; 

II.  A  welcome  announcement  : 

1.  there  is  room  for  such  guests  ; 

2.  There  is  room  though  so  many  have 

assembled  ; 

3.  There  is  room  though  the  host  has 

been  so  treated  ; 

III.  An  alarming  inference  ; 

Though  there  is.  there  will  not  always 
be  room. — Stems  and  Twigs. 


QUESTIONS. 


15.  What  called  forth  the  exclamation  of 

one  at  the  table  ? 

What  is  meant  by  eating  bread  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ? 

What  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?  Matt, 
vi.  33 ;  Luke  x.  9,  11  ;  xviii.  24. 

16.  Who  is  the  certain  man  spoken  of? 

Why  was  his  supper  called  great? 

17.  When  had  the  guests  been  invited  ? 
What  is  Jesus  preparing  for  us?  John 

xiv.  2. 

18.  How  was  the  invitation  received  ? 

What  was  the  excuse  of  the  first  one  ? 

19.  What  was  the  excuse  of  the  second  one  ? 
What  was  his  occupation  ? 


20.  What  was  the  excuse  of  the  third  one  ? 

21.  What  did  the  servant  report  after  these 

excuses  ? 

How  did  the  master  of  the  house  feel? 
W  hat  did  he  tell  the  servant  to  do  ? 

22.  What  did  the  servant  then  report  ? 
Where  was  there  still  room  ? 

23.  What  was  the  master’s  next  order? 
Whom  did  Christ  say  he  came  especi¬ 
ally  to  bless  ?  Matt.  xi.  4  ;  Luke  iv. 
18. 

What  is  meant  by  highways  and  hedges? 
What  is  meant  by  compel  them  to  come 
in? 

What  blessings  are  promised  to  them 
that  accept?  Rom.  viii.  32. 
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11  And  he  said,  A  certain  man  had  two 
sons  : 

12  And  the  younger  of  them  said  to  his 
father,  Father,  give  me  the  portion  of  goods 
that  falleth  to  me.  And  lie  divided  unto  them 
his  living. 

13  And  not  many  days  after,  the  younger 
son  gathered  all  together,  and  took  his  journey 
into  a  far  country,  and  there  wasted  his  sub¬ 
stance  with  riotous  living. 

14  And  when  he  had  spent  all,  there  arose 
a  mighty  famine  in  that  land  ;  and  he  began 
to  be  in  want. 

15  And  he  went  and  joined  himself  to  a 
citizen  of  that  country,  and  he  sent  him  into 
his  fields  to  feed  swine. 

16  And  he  would  fain  have  filled  his  belly 
with  the  husks  that  the  swine  did  eat  ;  and  no 
man  gave  unto  him. 

17  And  when  he  came  to  himself,  he  said, 
How  many  hired  servants  of  my  father’s  have 


bread  enough,  and  to  spare,  and  I  perish  with 
hunger ! 

18  l  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and 
will  say  unto  him,  Father,  I  have  sinned 
against  Heaven,  and  before  thee, 

19  And  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called 
thy  son  ;  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  servants. 

20  And  he  arose,  and  came  to  his  father. 
But  when  he  was  yet  a  great  way  off,  his  father 
saw  him,  and  had  compassion,  and  ran,  and 
fell  on  his  neck,  and  kissed  him. 

21  And  the  son  said  unto  him,  Father,  I 
have  sinned  against  Heaven,  and  in  thy  sight, 
and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son. 

22  But  the  father  said  to  his  servants,  Bring 
forth  the  best  robe,  and  put  it  on  him  ;  and 
put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  shoes  on  his  feet : 

23  And  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and 
kill  it  ;  and4et  us  eat,  and  be  merry  : 

24  For  this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive 
again  ;  he  was  lost,  and  is  found.  And  they 
began  to  be  merry. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. — I  am  poor  and  needy;  yet  the  Lord  thinketh  upon  me. — Ps.  xl. 
17. 

TOPICS. — Wandering.  Wretchedness.  Welcome. 

PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


11  With  the  same  design  of  vindicating, 
himself  in  conversing  with  publicans  and  sin¬ 
ners,  of  reproving  the  envy  of  the  Phariseese 
and  of  encouraging  every  sincere  penitent 
by  moving  representations  of  the  divine 
mercy,  our  Lord  went  on  to  utter  another 
most  beautiful  and  affecting  parable.  And 
he  said,  while  this  various  multitude  was 
standing  lound  him.  There  was  a  certain 
man  in  plentiful  circumstances,  and  of  a 
very  condescending  temper,  who  had  two 
sons  that  were  now  grown  up  to  manhood. 

12  And  the  younger  of  them,  fondly  con¬ 
ceited  of  his  own  capacity  to  manage  his 
affairs,  and  weary  of  the  restraints  of  his 
father’s  house,  said  one  day  to  his  indulgent 
parent,  Father,  as  I  have  now  come  to  years 
of  discretion,  I  desire  thou  wouldst  give  me 
into  my  own  hands  that  portion  of 
goods  which,  according  to  an  equitable  dis¬ 
tribution,  falls  to  my  share.  And  he,  un¬ 
willing  to  make  any  invidious  distinction  in 
distributing  his  effects,  divided  his  living 
between  them  both,  and  gave  them  his  chief 
stock  of  money,  l'eserving  the  house  and  es¬ 
tate  in  his  own  hands. 


13  And  not  many  days  after  this  division 
was  made,  the  younger  son  gathering  all  his 
treasure  together,  and  pretending  a  design 
of  trafficking  with  it,  took  a  journey  into  a 
very  distant  country  ;  and  there  forgetting 
his  relations  at  home,  and  living  with  a  knot 
of  companions  like  himself,  in  a  very  riot¬ 
ous,  debauched,  and  extravagant  manner, 
he  quickly  squandered  away  the  whole  of 
his  substance. 

14  And  when  he  had  consumed  all  in 
this  wretched  course,  it  so  happened, 
through  the  righteous  judgment  of  God 
upon  him.  that  there  was  an  extreme  famine 
in  that  country  where  he  sojourned  ;  and 
he  began  to  be  in  want  of  the  very  necessa¬ 
ries  of  life. 

15  And,  finding  no  shelter  or  relief  among 
those  who  had  been  the  companions  of  his 
luxury,  and  shared  in  the  spoils  of  his  sub¬ 
stance,  yet  unable  to  brook  the  mortification 
of  returning  home  in  such  circumstances, 
he  went  and  joined  himself  as  a  servant  to 
a  citizen  of  that  place  ;  who,  thinking  such 
a  worthless  creature  unfit  for  any  better 
post,  sent  him  away  into  his  grounds  be- 
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longing  to  an  estate  in  the  country,  where 
he  employed  him  to  feed  swine  ;  to  which, 
however  mean  and  disagreeable  the  employ¬ 
ment  was,  this  unhappy  youth,  who  had 
once  lived  in  so  much  plenty  and  splendor, 
was  now  forced  to  submit. 

10  And  even  then,  through  the  unkind¬ 
ness  of  his  master  and  the  extremity  of  the 
season,  he  was  kept  so  poorly,  that  he  had 
no  bread,  but  would  gladly  have  filled  his 
hungry  belly  with  the  sorriest  husks  which 
the  swine  did  eat  ;  and  yet  there  was  no 
man  that  would  take  so  much  pity  upon 
him  as  to  give  unto  him  one  morsel  of  food  ; 
so  sparing  did  the  famine  make  them,  and 
so  much  did  every  one  despise  this  foolish 
and  scandalous  prodigal. 

17  And  now  the  infamy  and  distress  of 
his  present  situation  began  to  lead  him  into 
serious  consideration  ;  and  coming  to  him¬ 
self,  he  so  far  recovered  his  reason,  which 
had  before  been  dethroned  and  extinguish¬ 
ed  by  the  mad  intoxication  of  sensual  pleas¬ 
ure,  that  he  said  in  his  own  mind,  Alas, 
how  many  hired  servants  in  the  family  of 
my  good  father  have  bread  enough  and  to 
spare,  while  I  his  child,  who  have  known  so 
many  better  days,  am  perishing  with  famine, 
and  am  not  thought  worth  my  food  by  this 
unkind  master  to  whom  I  have  hired  my¬ 
self  ! 

18  Whatever  be  the  consequence  of  it, 
1  am  resolved  that  I  will  sit  no  longer  in 
this  miserable  condition  ;  but  I  will  imme¬ 
diately  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  if  all  my 
little  remaining  strength  can  carry  me  such 
a  journey  ;  and  without  vainly  attempting 
an  apology,  I  will  say  to  him.  O  my  dear  in¬ 
jured  father,  I  humbly  confess  that  I  have 
sinned  against  the  great  God  of  heaven  by 
a  long  course  of  vice  and  wickedness,  and 
have  been  guilty  also  of  the  vilest  behavior 
before  thee,  in  abusing  thy  goodness,  and 
grieving  thee  by  my  unnatural  rebellion. 

19  And,  in  consequence  of  this,  I  am  no 
more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son,  nor  can 
I  expect  the  favor  of  being  admitted  into 
thy  family  on  such  terms  again  ;  neverthe¬ 
less,  do  not  suffer  me  to  perish,  but  rather 
make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  servants,  and 
I  will  be  contented  for  the  future  to  labor 
and  to  fare  as  they  do,  so  I  may  but  live  in 
thy  sight. 


20  And  accordingly  he  arose  at  that  very 
instant,  and  set  forward  on  his  long  jour¬ 
ney,  passing  through  all  the  stages  of  it 
with  a  firm  resolution,  Providence  taking 
care  for  his  subsistence,  though  he  was 
obliged  to  beg  his  way  ;  and  at  length  he 
came  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  house  in 
which  his  father  dwelt. 

But  while  he  was  yet  at  a  considerable 
distance,  his  father,  who  happened  to  be 
then  looking  that  way,  saw  him,  and  pres¬ 
ently  knew  him,  disguised  as  he  was  ;  and 
his  bowels  yearned  over  him  to  see  him  in 
so  wretched  a  condition  ;  and  immediately* 
as  if  he  had  forgot  the  dignity  of  his  own 
character,  and  all  the  injuries  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  he  ran  to  his  child,  and  fell  on  his 
neck  with  an  eager  embrace,  and  tenderly 
kissed  him  with  tears  of  joy. 

21  And  the  son  began  to  make  his  hum¬ 
ble  acknowledgements,  as  he  before  had 
purposed,  and  said  unto  him,  O  my  abused 
and  injured  father,  I  am  ashamed  to  appear 
in  thy  presence  ;  for  such  has  been  my  vile¬ 
ness,  that  I  have  sinned  against  the  God  of 
heaven  and  before  thee,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  and  owned  as  thy  son, 
or  to  receive  any  token  of  thy  favorable  re¬ 
gards. 

22  But,  before  he  could  make  an  end  of 
the  speech  he  intended,  the  compassionate 
father  turned,  and  said  to  his  servants,  who 
were  now  gathered  round  them,  Go  imme¬ 
diately  into  the  house,  and  bring  out  the 
best  robe  that  is  there,  and  clothe  him  with 
it,  and  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  sandals 
on  his  feet,  that  my  dear  child  may  appear 
like  himself. 

29  And  let  others  of  you  run  to  the  stall, 
and  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf  that  is  there, 
and  kill  it  for  a  festival  entertainment ;  and 
let  us  eat  ami  be  cheerful. 

24  For  I  esteem  this  as  one  of  the  happi¬ 
est  days  of  my  life,  and  more  joyful  than  the 
birthday  of  one  of  my  children  ;  since  this 
my  son,  that  was  so  long  considered  by  me 
as  dead,  is  restored  to  life  ;  and  he  who  was 
concluded  to  be  irrecoverably  lost,  is  found, 
so  that  I  have  renewed  hope  of  comfort  in 
him.  And  the  whole  house  was  filled  with 
joy,  and,  having  made  the  entertainment; 
ready,  they  began  to  be  cheerful. — Dodd¬ 
ridge. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  LESSON. 


The  Prodigal  Son. 

In  this  parable  we  have  represented. 

I.  A  father  with  two  sons  ;  11. 

II.  The  evil  conduct  of  the  younger  in 
that  he 

1.  Demands  his  inheritance  from  the 

father  ;  12. 

2.  And  spends  it  in  riotous  living  ; 

III.  The  miserable  condition  into  which  he 

is  brought ;  13. 

1.  The  cause  of  his  misery  ; 

a.  The  prodigal  waste  of  his  inherit¬ 

ance  ;  14. 

b.  The  mighty  famine  that  arose  ; 

2.  His  miserable  condition  is  described  : 

a.  In  general : 

b.  In  particular,  in  that  he  was  com¬ 

pelled  : 

(1)  To  feed  the  swine  ;  15. 

(2)  To  suffer  hunger  ;  16. 

IY.  His  return  to  the  father  : 

1.  The  coming  to  himself  :  17. 

2.  His  reflection  on  ; 

a.  The  happiness  of  others  - 


b.  His  own  unhappy  state  ; 

3.  The  new  resolve,  in  which  he  de¬ 
termined  : 

a.  To  return  to  the  father  ;  18. 

b.  To  confess  his  sins  ; 

c.  To  relinquish  his  claim  to  be  called 

a  son  :  19. 

d.  How  he  put  this  resolution  into 

practice  ;  20. 

Y.  The  readiness  with  which  the  father 
received  him  : 

1.  How  his  father  met  him  : 

a.  What  induced  the  father  to  this  ; 

b.  What  kindness  he  exhibited  in  this 

action  ; 

2.  The  confession  of  the  son  :  21. 

3.  The  new  clothing  of  the  son  : 

a.  Who  ordered  it ;  22. 

b.  By  whom  it  was  done,  servants  ;  ■ 

c.  How  it  was  done  ; 

4.  The  feast  of  joy  : 

a.  The  command  to  prepare  this  ;  25. 

b.  The  reason  assigned  for  holding  it  ; 

c.  The  feast  is  held,  And  they  began 

to  be  merry. — Starke. 


HISTORICAL  CONNECTION. 


.Jesus  tells  us  in  this  parable  of  a  father 
and  two  sons.  The  younger  son  said,  “Give 
me  all  the  goods  that  belong  to  me,”  as  if 
anything  was  really  his.  But  his  father 
gave  him  his  share  ;  and  soon  after,  he 
went  to  a  far  country,  as  if  he  wanted  to 
get  as  far  away  as  he  could  get.  F or  a 
while  he  lived  merrily  ;  but  by  the  time  he 
had  wasted  all  that  he  had,  there  came  a 
great  famine  in  the  land  where  he  was. 
But  he  had  spent  all  his  money,  and  could 
get  no  food  now  that  it  was  so  dear.  Where 
were  now  his  gay  friends  who  had  feasted 
with  him  ?  They  had  left  him  alone,  and 
he  who  had  been  a  loved  son  in  his  father’s 
house  became  the  lowest  servant.  He  was 
sent  into  the  fields  to  feed  the  swine  ;  there 
he  was  so  hungry  that  he  wanted  to  eat 
some  of  the  husks  he  fed  the  pigs  with. 
He  had  time  now  to  think  over  his  past  life, 
and  he  thought  how  much  worse  was  his 
miserable  condition  than  that  of  the  mean¬ 
est  servants  in  his  father's  house.  Then 


he  said,  ‘T  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father, 
and  will  say  unto  him.  Father,  I  have  sin¬ 
ned  against  heaven  and  before  thee,  and  am 
no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son  :  make 
me  as  one  of  thy  hired  servants.”  And  he 
went  to  his  father ;  perhaps  the  father 
would  send  him  away,  but  he  would  try. 
But  that  loving  father  saw  him  while  he 
was  a  great  way  off,  and  ran  out  and  fell  on 
his  neck  and  kissed  him.  Oh  how  ashamed 
the  son  must  have  felt  to  think  of  the  way 
he  had  treated  such  a  father  !  He  could 
only  cry,  “Father,  I  have  sinned  against 
heaven  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  son.”  And  that 
father  ?  Does  he  scold  or  punish  him  ? 
His  love  and  joy  are  so  great  that  he  can 
hardly  do  enough  to  show  his  full,  free  for¬ 
giveness.  He  called  his  servants,  and  told 
them  to  bring  the  best  they  had  to  clothe 
and  feed  him.  for  “this  my  son  was  dead, 
and  is  alive  again  ;  he  was  lost,  and  is 
found.” — -Kennedy. 
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BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES 


Many  of  our  readers  have  no  doubt 
pictured  the  house  of  the  Prodigal’s 
Father  as  a  stately  mansion  ;  they  have 
inferred  that  he  was  a  man  of  wealth 
Irom  the  fact  that  he  had  servants  and 
hired  servants,  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  best  robe,  the  ring,  and  the 
fatted  calf. 

Our  artist,  however,  has  not  given 
us,  what  we  might  suppose  the  “lath¬ 
er's  house”  had  been,  but  he  has 
adapted  his  design  to  our  own  times 
and  associations.  Mr.  Lindig  says  : 

“We  have  here  a  picture  of  a  neat 
little  country  home  ;  it  has  a  cheerful 
appearance  from  without,  but  could  we 
look  within,  we  might  find  the  occu¬ 
pants  sad  in  heart.  They  are  think¬ 
ing  and  praying  over  the  son  who  has 
left  the  good  old  home  and  is  out  in 
the  world,  wasting  his  time  and  money, 
and  ruining  his  health.  God  answers 
prayer.  The  son  thinks  of  his  condi¬ 
tion,  and  enters  the  road  that  leads  to 
his  father’s  house,  and  is  received  by 
his  father  with  open  arms.  So  will 
our  heavenly  Father  welcome  the  sinner  that  returns  from  his  evil  ways.” 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


This  has  been  styled  the  “pearl”  and 
“crown”  of  all  the  parables  of  Jesus. — 
Stieu. 

Closely  linked  with  the  parables  of  the  lost 
sheep  and  lost  piece  of  money,  this  may  with 
greater  fitness  be  called  the  Parable  of  the 
Lost  Son. 

The  leading  subjects  of  all  the  three  is 
the  lost  soul  of  man — guilty,  sinful  man. — 
Drummond. 

The  first  two  set  before  us  God  seeking 
and  finding  the  sinner,  through  the  incar¬ 
nation  of  the  Son,  and  the  agency  of  the 
Spirit.  The  third  shows  the  sinner  seeking 
God.  They  are  all  three  true  of  early  real 
conversion.  Viewed  from  the  divine  life 
God  seeks  the  sinner,  but  we,  who  see  only 
the  earthly  side,  perceive  only  the  sinner 
rising  and  returning  to  God. — Taylor. 

11.  A  certain  man.  A  Jewish  man,  the 
head  of  a  family,  a  father  who  had  two 
sons. 

He  represents  God,  our  heavenly  Father, 
the  Creator  and  Possessor  of  all. — Alford. 

Two  sons.  These  represent  the  two  classes 
of  people  that  were  before  him  and  for 
whose  benefit  the  three  parables  were 
spoken. 


The  elder  son  represents  the  Pharisees 
and  Scribes  who  found  fault  with  Christ  for 
receiving  publicans  and  sinners :  the  younger 
son  represents  these  “publicans  and  sinners” 
whom  Jesus  i-eceived. 

In  the  course  of  God’s  providence  the 
elder  brother  represents  the  Jews,  who 
thought  the  Gentiles  should  not  be  received 
into  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  younger  brother 
represents  the  Gentiles  who  were  called 
into  the  kingdom. 

12.  The  younger.  More  light-minded 
and  more  easily  led  astray,  on  account  of 
his  youth. 

Give  me  the  portion  that  falleth  to  me. 
That  is  properly,  my  share.  It  may  be 
supposed  that  he  was  of  age,  and  as  he 
chose  to  leave  the  father’s  house  it  was 
quite  proper  that  the  father  should  give 
him  that  part  of  the  estate  which  would  be 
his. 

Such  requests  were  not  uncommon  in 
those  days,  since  the  portions  were  legally 
defined.  That  of  the  younger  son  would  be 
one-third  ;  that  of  the  older  two-thirds 
Deut.  xxi.  17. 

Yet  the  father  was  not  compelled  to  make 
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the  division  at  the  son’s  request.  Compare 
Isaac’s  inheritance.  Gen  xxv.  5,  6. 

This  part  of  the  parable  divides  hself 
into  three  parts, — (1)  his  sin,  (2)  his  misery, 
(3)  his  penitence.  His  sin  (verses  12,  13) 
consists  in  a  desire  to  depart  from  his 
father’s  house  and  control,  and  to  set  up 
for  himself,  to  live  a  life  of  what  the  carnal 
man  calls  liberty. — Aleord. 

Divided  unto  them  his  living.  That  is  the 
means  of  living-,  or  property.  The  father 
granted  the  request,  the  signal  showing 
that  we  may  be  thankful  that  some  of  our 
prayers  are  not  answered. 

13.  A ot  many  days  after.  A  certain  in¬ 
terval  of  time  elapses  before  he  actually 
forsakes  his  father’s  house.  It  is  a  line  and 
delicate  touch, — the  apostasy  of  the  heart 
often  running  before  the  apostasy  of  the 
life.  The  divergence  of  the  sinner’s  will 
and  God  s  does  n.  t  immediately  appear. 
This,  however,  cannot  be  for  long.-TRENCH. 

Gathered  all  together.  His  means  were 
now  all  in  a  moveable  form,  not  in  real 
estate  ;  and  he  was  fully  prepared  for  a 
profligate  squander. — Whedon. 

Far  country.  His  next  purpose  is  a  due 
distance,  where  the  will  of  God  shall  never 
seem  to  reach  him,  and,  if  possible,  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  eye.— Whedon. 

That  far  country  is  forgetfulness  of  God 
— that  state  in  which  it  is  said  of  a  man 
neither  is  God  in  all  his  thoughts.  Ps.  x.  4, 

Wasted  his  substance.  His  property.  That 
is  wasted  which  fails  of  the  true  use  for 
which  it  was  made. 

The  sinner’s  substance  is  wasted,  his 
faculties,  God’s  promises  and  helps, — all 
that  could  fit  him  for  usefulness  and  heaven, 
— are  used  for  selfish  purposes,  and  he  fails 
of  the  great  purposes  for  which  he  was 
created. 

Riotous  living.  The  word  here  rendered 
riotous  is  used  both  in  Latin  and  Greek, 
and  expresses  the  utmost  abandonment  of 
character,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  original  of  the 
English  word  “sot.” — Whedon. 

This  represents  the  internal  estrangement 
from  God  and  holiness,  and  is  a  downward 
step.  When  we  have  not  God  we  must  have 
some  other  object  for  our  souls,  selfish  as 
they  are.  The  result  is  sensuality  in  some 
form. 


14.  When  he  had  spent  all.  This  seems 
to  have  happened  very  soon  ;  the  enjoyment 
of  sin  is  brief. 

At  first,  no  doubt  he  found  a  certain 
pleasure  in  his  new  life.  But  the  bottom 
of  these  pleasures  is  soon  reached.  This 
prodigal  learned  ere  long  their  emptiness 
and  worthlessness.  They  could  never 
satisfy. 

A  mighty  famine.  A  great  scarcity  and 
consequent  high  prices  of  provisions  and  all 
the  necessaries  of  life. 

Famines  were  common  in  the  eastern 
countries.  They  were  caused  by  the  failure 
of  the  crops — by  want  of  timely  rains,  a 
genial  sun,  or  sometimes  by  the  prevalence 
of  the  plague,  or  pestilence,  which  swept 
off  numbers  of  the  inhabitants. — Barnes. 

The  saddest  famine  is  that  of  the  soul ; 
dearth  of  the  bread  of  life. 

Began  to  be  in  want.  His  money  all 
spent,  destitue  of  food  and  clothing,  noth¬ 
ing  to  buy  with,  and  the  country  destitute 
of  supply. 

There  is  a  famine  within,  however  much 
sinners  may  trv  to  controvert  it.  They  are  in 
wrant.  He  that  sow  th  to  the  flesh  shall  of  the 
flesh  reap  corruption.  Ho  wonder  that  St. 
Paul  said,  ‘  ‘  What  profit  had  ye  in  those 
things  whereof  ye  are  ignorant.”  Gal.  vi.  8 
Rom.  vi.  21. — Ryle. 

15.  Joined  himself.  Entered  into  the 
service,  or  hired  himself  to  that  citizen.  It 
would  seem  that  he  engaged  to  do  any  kind 
of  service,  even  the  lowest. 

This  was  an  effort  to  help  himself  as  he 
felt  his  want 

Hungry  and  famishing  he  did  not  return 
home,  but  sought  relief  in  other  ways  still 
in  sin. 

Citizen  of  that  country.  A  man  who  was 
at  home  in  that  country,  who  was  wealthy, 
notwithstanding  the  famine.  This  citizen 
represents  in  the  parable  the  prince  of  the 
world — the  devil. 

To  feed  swine.  This  was  a  very  low  em¬ 
ployment,  especially  to  a  Jew.  It  was  for¬ 
bidden  to  the  Jews  to  eat  swine  and  of 
course  it  was  unlawful  to  keep  them. 

The  main  thought  is,  that  the  young 
man,  who  selfishly  left  his  father  to  find 
supposed  liberty,  is  in  abject  dependence 
upon  a  stranger  who  takes  no  care  of  him. 
The  freedom  sin  gives  is  slavery  (Rom. 
vi.  16). 
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The  business  of  the  devil's  servants  is  to 
make  provision  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the 
lusts  thereof  ;  and  that  is  no  better  than 
feeding  noisy,  greedy,  dirty  swine. — Henry. 

16.  Would  fain  have  filled.  So  great 
had  his  destitution  become  that  he  craved 
even  the  swine’s  food. 

Who  but  God  can  satisfy  the  longings 
of  the  immortal  soul. — Trench. 

With  the  husks.  Not  what  we  call  ‘‘husks,” 
but  the  pods  or  beans  of  the  carob-tree. 
They  have  a  sweetish  taste,  and  are  good 
enough  for  food  for  swine,  but  not  for  men. 
The  pod  alone  is  eaten. 

This  food  might  fill  his  body,  but  not 
refresh  it. 

The  fruit  of  the  carob-tree  was  called 
Keratia,  “little  horns,”  from  their  shape 
which  resembles  the  fruit  of  the  horny 
locust  tree. 

Trench,  who  saw  these  carobs  in  Calabria, 
says  that  they  have  a  dark,  hard  outside 
and  a  dull,  sweet  taste;  that  they  are 
abundant,  sold  at  a  very  low  price,  some¬ 
times  eaten  by  the  poorer  people,  but 
mainly  used  for  feeding  domestic  animals. 

Robinson  describes  the  tree  as  growing 
very  large  and  spreading  like  the  oak,  and 
says  that  the  pods  contains  a  sweetish  pulp, 
and  several  small  shining  seeds.  lie  adds, 
“  We  had  them  dry  on  board  of  our  boat 
on  the  Nile  in  January  ;  steeped  in  water 
they  afford  a  pleasant  drink.” 

Calmet  describes  the  trees  of  middle  size 
full  of  branches  abounding  with  round 
leaves  an  inch  or  two  in  diameter,  the 
blossoms  little  red  clusters,  with  abundance 
of  yellowish  stocks. 

No  man  gave  unto  him.  Thai  is,  gave 
him  good  satisfying  food.  The  husks  he 
had  before  him  and  could  take,  what  could 
hinder  the  swine-herd  from  partaking  of 
the  food  of  the  swine  ?  But  this  did  not 
satisfy  his  appetite  and  no  one  gave  him 
anything  better. 

Where  were  now  the  boon  companions  of 
his  dissipation.  He  had  lost  the  only  mag¬ 
net  that  held  them  to  him  and  they  had 
fallen  off  from  him.  The  breath  of  poverty 
dissolves  the  links  of  dissolute  friendships. 
Foolish  prodigal ! 

17.  When  he  came  to  himself.  This  is 
the  third  scene  of  the  parable  :  conversion. 
Before  this  he  had  been  “beside  himself ;  ” 


for  a  life  of  sin  is  in  a  certain  sense 
irrational. 

Sin  is  here  represented  as  madness  ;  and 
who  acts  so  contrary  to  sound  reason  and 
the  reality  of  things  as  a  sinner  ?— Guthrie. 

To  come  to  one’s  self,  and  to  come  to  God, 
are  one  and  the  same  thing. — Trench. 

While  God’s  power  alone  can  bring  the 
sinner  “  to  himself,”  it  is  just  as  clear  that 
no  sinner  is  saved  until  he  “comes  to  him¬ 
self.” 

Horn  many  hired  servants.  These  were 
lower  in  his  father’s  house  than  the  “  ser¬ 
vants  ”  (ver.  22),  who  belonged  perma¬ 
nently  to  the  household. 

Of  my  father's.  Still  “his  father,” 
though  in  his  evil  courses  he  seems  to  have 
forgotten  that  he  had  a  father. 

A  sinner  will  thus  reflect  and  repent  only 
when  he  feels  that  God  is  still  willing  to  be 
his  Father  ;  and  he  will  feel  this  only  as  he 
finds  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  a  just 
as  well  as  merciful  reason  for  the  hope. 

Bread  enough.  Even  these  have  enough 
to  eat, — not  the  higher  joys  and  blessings  of 
children  and  heirs,  but  the  peace  and  com¬ 
fort  which  belong  to  their  lower  natures. 

Perish  with  hunger.  In  marked  contrast 
with  the  case  of  the  “hired  servants.” 

Note  the  contrast  running  through  this 
verse.  How  many — I  alone  ;  Servants — I, 
the  son  ;  si  rvants  of  my  father — 1  the  ser¬ 
vant  of  a  cruel  alien  ;  bread  busks  ;  they 
have  enough — I  hunger  ;  they  have  to  spare 
—I  perish. — M’Cook. 

Thus  the  thought  of  the  happier  condi¬ 
tion  of  even  the  least  honorable  in  God’s 
house  awakens  longing  after  holiness  in 
the  sinner’s  bosom. 

18.  “  I  will  arise."  We  may  picture  him 

to  ourselves  as  having  sat  long  upon  the 
ground,  revolving  the  extreme  misery  of 
his  condition. — Trench. 

The  province  of  the  human  will,  in  man’s 
return  to  God,  is  here  illustrated. 

Go  to  my  father.  Against  whom  he  had 
sinned,  but  who  was  his  father  still.  God 
is  our  Father  in  one  sense,  however  un¬ 
worthy  we  are  to  be  his  children. 

In  returning  to  his  father,  though  bring, 
ing  with  him  poverty  and  hunger,  be  would 
leave  the  instruments  of  his  lusts,  his  asso¬ 
ciates,  halfts,  and  tastes  behind. 

He  resolved  to  return  to  his  father? 
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although  he  had  offended  him.  and  treated 
him  unkindly,  and  had  provoked  him  and 
cast  him  off. 

So  the  sinner.  He  has  nowhere  else  to 
go  but  to  God.  He  has  offended  him,  but 
he  may  trust  in  his  kindness.  If  God  does 
not  save  him  he  cannot  be  saved. — Barnes. 

I  have  sinned .  I  have  been  wicked,  have 
been  dissipated,  ungrateful  and  rebellious. 

Against  heaven.  That  is,  against  God, 
because  God  dwells  in  heaven  and  fills  it 
with  his  majesty  and  glory.  Commonly  we 
think  most  of  our  offences  as  committed 
against  man,  but  chiefly  against  God  have 
our  sins  been  committed. 

Thus  David  confesses,  Against  Thee, 
Thee  only  have  I  sinned.  Ps.  li.  2. 

Before  thee.  In  thy  sight,  as  well  as  in 
the  sight  of  God. 

19.  No  more  worthy.  Before  he  had  not 
thought  so  meanly  of  himself.  Now  he 
feels  that  he  has  forfeited  his  claim  to  be 
called  a  son,  and  therefore  does  not  ask  to 
be  fully  reinstated. 

As  one  of  thy  hired  servants.  Not  one, 
but  as  one,  for  lie  is  a  son.  however  unwor¬ 
thy. 

20.  lie  arose.  Promptness  in  action  is 
the  only  guarantee  of  good  resolution.  He 
left  his  degraded  state. 

Came  to  his  father.  The  long,  weary 
journey  is  passed  in  silence.  The  sinner 
conies  to  the  Father  through  Christ,  the 
living  way. 

When  yet  afar  off.  Holding  back,  it  may 
be,  in  the  very  sight  of  home,  waiting,  fear¬ 
ing.  The  associations  which  spring  up  at 
the  sight  of  the  old  homestead  deepen  the 
sense  of  his  sinfulness  and  unworthiness. 

Father  saw  him,.  As  though  he  were  on 
the  lookout  for  him. 

As  true  to  nature  as  it  is  beautiful  ;  and 
yet  the  welcome  God  gives  the  returning 
sinner  exceeds  the  figure  which  here  repie- 
sents  it, 

The  father  in  the  parable  thus  meets  the 
lost  son,  but  God  seeks  us  out  in  the  ‘far 
country.”  He  is  waiting  to  be  gracious 
coming  to  meet  us  in  mercy.  He  manifests 
his  love,  even  before  our  utterance  of  pen¬ 
itence. 

Had  compassion.  The  atonement  was 
not  made  to  soften  the  heart  of  God  :  it 


was  given  by  God’s  tender  heart  to  remove 
the  difficulty  which  inflexible  justice  placed 
in  his  way. — Whedon. 

Ran.  The  return  of  the  sinner  is  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  word  going  (verse  18),  but 
God’s  coming  to  the  sinner  by  running.  God 
maketh  greater  haste  to  the  sinner,  than 
the  sinner  doth  to  God. — Farinodon. 

Kissed  him.  The  kiss  is  something  more 
than  an  evidence  of  affection,  being  the 
significant  and  in  the  east  ^ell  understood, 
pledge  of  reconciliation  and  peace.  Gen. 
xxxiii.  4 ;  Ps  ii.  12. 

This  part  of  the  parable  corresponds  with 
the  finding  of  the  sheep  and  of  the  coin  in 
the  two  preceeding  ones. 

In  this  verse  of  inimitable  beauty  is  con¬ 
tained  the  point  of  the  parable,  which  was 
uttered  by  the  Savior  to  vindicate  his  own 
conduct  in  receiving  sinners  kindly.  Not 
even  a  Pharisee  could  blame  him.  And  our 
Savior  showed  them  so  that  they  could  not 
resist  it,  that  God  received  returning  sinners, 
and  that  it  was  right  for  him  to  receive 
them  and  treat  them  with  attention. — 
Barnes. 

21.  Father ,  I  have  sinned.  The  confes¬ 
sion  had  been  previously  determined,  and 
now  made  after  the  kiss  of  reconciliation. 

But  he  omits  the  intended  request  to  be 
made  a  hired  servant.  He  knows  now, 
that  the  father  still  loves  him  and  looks 
upon  him  as  a  son,  and  humbly,  but  hon¬ 
estly  he  recognizes  the  sweet  fact.- >1’ Cook. 

The  former  confession  was  a  cry  of 
despair,  but  this  is  that  of  repentant  love. 
“  The  terms  are  the  same,  ‘  I  have  sinned  ;’ 
but  liow  different  is  the  accent  !  Lather 
felt  it  profoundly  :  the  discovery  of  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  repentance  of  fear  and 
that  of  love  was  the  true  principle  of  the 
Reformation.”  -Godet. 

22.  But  the  father.  He  receives  him  as 
a  son,  not  according  to  his  merits,  and 
shows  how  he  regards  him  by  his  acts. 

The  best  robe.  The  original  is  emphatic, 
— “a  robe,  the  best  one.”  The  garment 
meant  was  the  upper  garment  worn  by  the 
higher  classes  among  the  Jews.  It  was  not 
his  old  one,  but  a  new  one  of  honor. 

There  may  be  an  allusion  to  the  robe  of 
righteousness  provided  for  us  by  Christ 
(Isa.  Ixi.  lb  ;  Rev.  iii.  18). 

Ring.  The  signet  ring,  the  sign  of  au- 
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thority  delegated  and  honor  bestowed,  as  in 
Gen.  xli.  42  ;  Estl).  iii.  10,  12. 

Shoes.  Slaves  went  barefoot.  He  had 
come  barefoot,  as  a  slave  would  come  ;  he 
is  clad  with  shoes,  the  badge  of  the  free¬ 
man. 

The  sense  of  the  whole  verse  is  plain, 
even  if  we  do  not  interpret  each  detail  (the 
“ring,”  the  seal  of  the  Spirit ;  the  “shoes,” 
the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace  : 
Epli.  vi.  15). 

23.  The  fatted  calf.  Then  (and  it  is  so 
still)  the  kid  or  caJf  was  ever  ready  to  be 
killed  for  an  honorable  guest.  This  stroke 
shows  a  knowledge  of  the  rural  life  of  the 
Jews. 

Thus  this  good  father  not  only  “receiv- 
eth,”  but  “eateth  with”  the  returned  out¬ 
cast. 


Behold  the  sinner  transformed,  clothed 
in  the  meiits  of  Christ,  recognized  as  a 
freedman  and  son,  and  invited  to  the  rich 
blessings  of  the  gospel  feast. — M’Cook. 

Be  merry.  Compare  ver.  6,  “joy  in 
heaven,”  for  the  parties  who  rejoice  at  the 
feast  are  the  “servants”  (ver.  22),  the 
whole  household,  angels,  and  redeemed 
men. 

24.  Was  dead,  and  is  alive  again.  Even 
in  the  parable,  moral  death  is  meant ;  much 
more  in  the  application.  Sin  is  spiritual 
death  ;  salvation  is  spiritual  resurrection. 

Was  lost,  and  is  found.  This  was  the 
son’s  relation  t^  the  father  :  so  sin  is  es¬ 
trangement  from  God  our  Father. 

And  they  began  to  be  merry.  This  is  the 
joy  in  heaven  over  the  sinner  that  repent- 
eth  !  The  Father’s  love  hath  conquered, 
and  this  is  the  triumphal  festivity  of  his 
faithful  servants  in  heaven  and  on  earth. — 
M’Cook. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


Tiie  Prodigal  Son. 

I.  The  foolish  course  he  pursued  : 

1.  His  demand  ; 

2.  His  departure  ; 

3.  His  distress  ; 

II.  The  wise  resolution  he  adopted  : 

1  It  indicated  that  reason  had  resumed 
her  sway  over  his  faculties  and 
feelings  ; 

2.  It  was  a  resolution  induced  by  calm 

and  serious  reflection  ; 

3.  It  was  connected  with  deep  penitence 

and  se.f-abasement  ; 


4.  It  was  a  resolution  carried  into  effect 
without  delay  ; 

III.  The  cordial  welcome  he  received  : 

1.  What  this  loving  father  felt,  and 

how,  under  the  influence  of  these 
feelings  he  acted  ; 

2.  The  words  the  father  addressed  to 

the  servants  ; 

IV.  The  solitary  drawback  he  encountered  : 

1.  The  elder  son  proclaims  his  own 

merits  ; 

2.  He  exagerates  his  brother’s  mis¬ 

deeds  ; 

3.  He  accuses  his  father  of  acting  un¬ 

generously  toward  himself. — Anon. 


QUESTIONS. 


What  led  Jesus  to  speak  this  parable  ? 
verses  1,  2. 

11.  Whom  does  the  father  in  this  parable 

represent  ? 

Whom  do  the  two  sons  represent  ? 

12.  What  did  the  younger  son  demand? 
What  proportion  would  legally  belong 

to  him  ? 

13.  What  did  he  then  do  ? 

What  does  the  far  country  represent  ? 
In  what  is  this  son  like  the  sinner?  Is. 
i.  4. 

How  did  he  use  his  money  there  ? 

What  is  riotous  living? 

14.  What  is  the  meaning  of  spent  all? 
What  then  occured  in  that  country  ? 
What  is  a  famine? 

What  was  his  condition  then  ? 

15.  How  did  he  try  to  help  himself? 

Whom  does  this  “citizen”  represent? 
What  was  now  his  employment? 

16.  On  what  food  did  he  live?  Is.  xliv.  20. 
What  were  these  “husks”? 


Could  he  get  any  other  kind  of  food  ? 

17.  What  is  meant  by  “he  came  to  him¬ 
self  ’  ? 

In  what  respect  is  sin  madness? 

What  resolution  did  he  form  ? 

How  does  he  speak  of  his  father’s 
house  ? 

What  did  he  confess? 

Against  whom  had  he  sinned  ? 

19.  How  did  he  show  his  humility? 

What  position  was  he  willing  to  oc¬ 
cupy  ? 

20.  How  did  he  put  his  resolution  into  prac¬ 

tice  ? 

How  did  his  father  receive  him  ? 

22.  What  kind  of  a  welcome  did  he  re¬ 

ceive  ? 

What  articles  of  clothing  were  put  on 
him  ? 

23.  How  did  they  manifest  their  joy  at  the 

prodigal's  return? 

What  takes  place  in  heaven  when  a 
sinner  is  converted?  Luke  xv.  10. 
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LESSON  IV.— OCTOBER  27.— THE  RICH  MAN  AND  LAZARUS. 
Luke  xvi.  19-31  Golden  Text. — Prov.  xiv.  32. 


19  There  was  a  certain  rich  man,  which 
was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fared 
sumptuously  every  dav  : 

20  And  there  was  a  certain  beggar  named 
Laz'a-rus,  which  was  laid  at  his  gate,  full  of 
sores, 

21  And  desiring  to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs 
which  fell  from  the  rich  man’s  table  :  more¬ 
over  the  dogs  came  and  licked  his  sores. 

22  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  beggar 
died,  and  was  carried  bv  the  angels  into  A-bra- 
ham’s  bosom  :  the  rich  man  also  died,  and 
was  buried. 

23  And  in  hell  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  being 
in  torments,  and  seeth  A'bra-ham  afar  off;  and 
Laz'a-rus  in  his  bosom. 

24  And  he  cried  and  said,  Father  A'bra- 
ham,  have  mercy  on  me,  and  send  Laz'a-rus, 
that  he  may  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  in  water, 
and  cool  my  tougue ;  for  I  am  tormented  in 
this  flame. 

25  But  A'bra-ham  said,  Son,  remember 

GOLDEN  TEXT. — The  wicked  is  driven 
eous  hath  hope  in  his  death.  Prov.  xiv.  32. 

TOPICS. — Here.  Hereafter. 


that  thou  in  thv  lifetime  receivedit  good  things, 
and  likewise  Laz'a-rus  evil  things  :  but  now 
he  is  comforted,  and  thou  art  tormented. 

26  And  besides  all  this,  between  us  and 
von  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed  :  so  that  they 
which  would  pass  from  hence  to  you  cannot ; 
neither  can  they  pass  to  us,  that  would  come 
from  thence. 

27  Then  he  said,  I  pray  thee  therefore, 
father,  that  thou  wouldest  send  him  to  my 
father’s  house : 

28  For  1  have  five  brethren  :  that  he  may 
testify  unto  them,  lest  they  also  come  into 
this  place  of  torment. 

29  A'bra-ham  saith  unto  him,  They  have 
Mo'ses  and  the  Prophets;  let  them  hear  them. 

30  And  he  said,  Nav,  father  A'bra-ham; 
but  if  one  went  unto  them  from  the  dead,  they 
will  repent. 

31  And  he  said  unto  him.  If  they  hear 
not  Mo'ses  and  the  Prophets,  neither  will  they 
be  persuaded  though  one  rose  from  the  dead. 

away  in  his  wickedness but  the  right- 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


19.  That  his  hearers  might  be  moreeffectu- 
ally  dissuaded  from  addicting  themselves  to 
worldly  pursuits  and  carnal  pleasures,  Je¬ 
sus  added  another  parable,  which  might 
have  been  sufficient  to  convince  the  covetous 
Pharisees  of  their  madness  in  deriding  what 
he  had  before  said.  And  he  addressed  him¬ 
self  to  them  in  words  to  this  effect :  There 
was  a  certain  rich  man  who  lived  in  the 
greatest  elegance  and  pomp  ;  for  he  wore 
robes  of  purple  and  vests  of  fine  linen,  and 
daily  feasted  in  a  very  splendid  and  luxur¬ 
ious  manner. 

20.  And  there  was  in  the  same  place  a 
certain  poor  man  named  Lazarus,  a  person 
indeed  of  eminent  piety,  but  in  the  utmost 
indigence  and  distress  ;  who  being  unable 
to  labor,  or  so  much  as  to  walk,  was  laid 
down  at  the  rich  man’s  gate  to  beg  the  rich 
man’s  charity  ;  and  all  his  body  being  full 
of  sores  and  ulcers,  he  was  a  most  misera¬ 
ble  spectacle  : 

21.  And,  being  almost  famished  with 
hunger,  he  earnestly  desired  to  be  fed,  if  it 
were  but  with  the  crumbs  that  fell  from  the 
rich  man’s  table  ;  yea,  he  was  in  so  exposed 
and  abandoned  a  condition,  that  the  very 
dogs  came  and  licked  his  sores,  which  lay 
uncovered  in  the  open  air. 

22.  But  so  it  was,  that  in  a  little  time 
the  poor  beggar,  worn  out  with  the  load  of 
so  great  calamity,  died  ;  and,  being  a  favor¬ 
ite  of  heaven,  notwithstanding  all  his  dis¬ 
tress  on  earth,  he  was  carried  by  angels  into 
Abraham’s  bosom,  the  abode  of  happy 
spirits  in  a  separate  state.  The  rich  man  also 


died  quickly  after  him,  for  all  his  riches 
were  not  sufficient  to  procure  the  least  con¬ 
tinuance  of  his  life  ;  and  he  was  buried 
with  great  solemnity  and  pomp.- 

23.  But  observe  the  difference  of  their 
circumstances  beyond  the  grave.  This  poor 
sensual  creature  was  by  God’s  righteous 
vengeance  condemned  to  everlasting  mis¬ 
ery  ;  and  in  the  unseen  world,  being  in  the 
midst  of  torments,  aggravated  by  all  the 
indulgence  and  delicacy  of  his  former  life, 
he  lifted  up  his  weeping  and  despairing 
eyes,  and  saw  Abraham  from  afar,  and  the 
poor  despised  Lazarus  lying  in  his  bosom, 
as  a  newly  received  guest  at  the  heavenly 
banquet,  placed  next  the  father  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  himself. 

24.  And  calling  out  with  the  greatest 
earnestness  and  importunity,  he  said,  O 
father  Abraham,  have  compassion  upon  me, 
a  poor  unhappy  descendant  of  tliiue,  and 
send  Lazarus,  uot  to  reach  out  to  me  any  cf 
the  dainties  of  heaven,  for  I  presume  not 
to  ask  so  great  a  favor,  but  ouly  to  bring 
me  a  little  water  ;  and  if  I  may  not  have  a 
drought  of  it,  I  should  be  thankful  if  he 
might  be  permitted  to  dip  the  tip  of  his  fin¬ 
ger  in  water  to  refresh  my  tongue,  though 
it  were  but  for  a  moment :  for  I  am  so  tor¬ 
mented  in  this  flame,  that  it  excites  an  in¬ 
tolerable  thirst,  which  is  continually  raging 
and  preying  on  my  very  soul. 

25.  But  Abraham  said,  with  awful  and 
indexible  severity,  Sou,  remember  the  for¬ 
mer  days  when  thou  and  Lazarus  were  upon 
earth,  that  thou  didst  then  in  thy  lifetime 
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receive  thy  good  things  which  thou  wast  so 
foolish  as  to  choose  for  thy  portion,  in  the 
neglect  of  God  and  of  thy  soul  ;  and  like¬ 
wise  Lazarus  then  received  [his]  evil  things, 
of  which  thou  wast  witness  but  now  the 
scene  is  changed,  so  that  he  in  his  turn  is 
Comforted,  and  thou  art  justly  tormented  ; 
and  neither  his  joy  nor  thine  anguish  can 
admit  of  any  end  or  interruption. 

2(5.  And  besides  all  this,  as  to  the  fa 
vor  thou  desirest  from  the  hand  of  Lazarus, 
if  is  a  thing  impossible  to  he  granted  :  for 
between  us  and  you  there  is  a  great  chasm 
fixed,  a  vast  unmeasurable  void  is  inter¬ 
posed  :  so  that  they  who  would  go  from 
Jience  to  you,  if  any  should  be  so  compas¬ 
sionate  as  to  desire  to  help  you,  cannot  ; 
neither  can  they  who  are  there  come  unto 
Us ;  hut  we  are  still  to  continue  at  an  unap¬ 
proachable  distance  from  each  other. 

27.  Then  the  rich  man,  as  he  perceived 
that  his  own  case  was  irretrievable,  said 
unto  Abraham,  There  may  however  be  a 
passage  from  you  to  the  other  world,  as  it 
is  plain  there  is  from  thence  to  you  :  I  be¬ 
seech  thee  therefore,  O  father,  that  thou 
wouldst  please  to  send  him  to  my  father’s 
house,  on  an  errand  of  utmost  importance  : 

28.  For  I  have  there  live  brethren, 
thoughtless  young  creatures  like  myself, 
who  are  now  revelling  on  those  possessions 
which  were  once  mine,  and  are  likely  ere 
long  to  fall  into  the  same  misery  with  me  : 
I  earnestly  entreat  thee  therefore  that  he 
may  be  sent  to  testify  to  them  the  reality 


and  importance  of  this  invisible  world,  that 
they  may  be  awakened  to  avoid  those  evil 
courses  that  have  been  my  ruin,  and  may 
not  also  come  into  this  place  of  torment. 

29.  But  Abraham  said  in  reply  to  him. 
Thou  knowest  they  have  an  excellent  divine 
revelation  in  the  writings  of  Moses  and  the 
prophets ;  let  them  but  hearken  to  the 
warnings  and  instructions  that  are  given  by 
them,  and  they  have  means  sufficient  to  se¬ 
cure  them  from  that  danger. 

30.  And  when  the  poor  tormented  crea¬ 
ture  found  this  also  was  objected  to,  he 
pleaded  still  in  their  behalf,  and  said.  Nay, 
father  Abraham,  they  will  slight  these  as  I 
foolishly  did  ;  but  surely  if  one  go  to  them 
from  the  dead,  they  cannot  withstand  so 
awful  a  messenger,  hut  will  undoubtedly 
repent,  and  reform  their  lives. 

31.  But  Abraham  put  an  end  to  the  dis¬ 
course  with  an  assurance  of  the  fruitless¬ 
ness  of  any  such  extraordinary  means  for 
their  conviction  ;  and  he  said  to  him,  The 
evidences  of  the  divine  revelation  are  such, 
that  if  they  hearken  not  to  Moses  and  the 
prophets,  neither  will  they  be  persuaded  to 
a  thorough  repentance  and  reformation, 
though  one  should  arise  from  the  dead  to 
visit  them.  For  though  it  might  indeed 
alarm  them  for  a  time,  the  same  prejudices 
and  lusts  which  led  them  to  despise  those 
methods  of  instruction  that  God  has  given 
them,  would  also  lead  them  ere  long  to 
slight  and  forget  such  an  awful  apparition 
as  you  desire  they  might  bee. — Doddridge 


ANALYSIS  OF  TI1E  LESSON. 


The  Rich  Man  and  Lazarus. 

I.  Their  condition  in  this  life  : 

1.  The  rich  man  is  described  : 

a.  As  to  his  riches  ;  19. 

b.  As  to  his  clothing  ; 

c.  As  to  his  luxurious  living  ; 

2.  The  poor  man  is  described  : 

a.  As  to  his  poverty  ;  20. 

b.  As  to  his  name  ; 

c.  As  to  the  place  where  he  was  laid  ; 

d.  As  to  his  sickness  ; 

e.  As  to  his  requests  ; 

(1)  What  lie  asked  for  ;  21. 

(2)  What  he  obtained  ; 

II.  Their  condition  in  the  future  world  : 

1.  The  poor  man  : 

a.  Ilis  death  ;  22. 

b.  The  blessed  condition  of  his  soul  ; 

2.  The  rich  man  : 

a.  His  death  ; 

b.  The  burial  of  his  body  ; 

c.  The  miserable  condition  of  his 

soul  is  described  ; 


(1)  In  general  : 

( a )  As  suffering  torments  of  lull ; 
{b)  In  the  loss  of  salvation  ; 

(2)  In  particular  as  he  makes  a 

vain  request  for  himself  :  24. 

(3)  The  refusal  of  this  request  : 

(а)  On  account  of  the  justice  of 

his  doom  ;  25. 

(б)  On  account  of  the  impossi¬ 

bility  of  relief  ;  26 

(4)  His  prayer  for  his  brothers  : 

( a )  What  he  requests  for  them  ; 

27. 

(b)  Why  he  requests  it  ;  28. 

(5)  The  negative  answer  of  Abra¬ 

ham  ;  29. 

(6)  The  reply  of  the  rich  man  : 

(а)  How  his  brothers  were  not 

brought  to  repentance  by 
the  word  of  God,  but  30. 

(б)  How  they  could  be  brought 

to  repentance  ; 

(7)  The  repeated  refusal  ;  31. 


HISTORICAL  CONNECTION. 

There  was  a  rich  man  whose  dress  was  there  was  also  a  poor  beggar,  named  Laza- 
the  finest  and  most  costly,  and  who  feasted  rus,  who  was  covered  with  sores.  He  was  laid 
on  the  daintiest  of  food  each  day ;  and  at  this  rich  man’s  gate ;  for  perhaps  some 
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one  might  pity  and  help  him,  or  he  might 
get  some  of  the  crumbs  to  eat  that  fell 
from  the  table  of  the  rich  man.  Even  the 
dogs  seemed  better  off  than  he,  and  showed 
their  pity  by  coming  to  lick  his  sores.  The 
beggar  died,  and  now  he  who  had  no  friends 
to  care  for  him  in  life  has  angels  to  wait  on 
him.  They  carried  him  to  heaven,  where 
he  lay,  not  on  the  ground,  as  before,  but  in 
Abraham’s  bosom.  The  rich  man  also  died, 
and  was  buried.  But  though  many  friends 
came  with  great  show  to  his  funeral,  they 
co^fcl  not  help  him  be  ond  the  grave.  No 
angels  earned  him,  but  he  found  himself  in 
hell  in  great  agony.  He  could  see  Abra¬ 
ham  afar  off,  with  him  who  had  been  the 
poor  beggar  Lazarus  lying  in  bis  b  isoni. 
The  poor  rich  man  called  to  them  and  beg¬ 
ged  for  just  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  li is 
tongue,  for  lie  was  in  such  torment  in  the 
flames.  But  Abraham  told  him  that  lie 


must  remember  that  he  had  his  good  things 
in  his  lifetime,  while  Lazarus  had  then  had 
only  bad  things,  but  now  both  were 
changed  ;  and  besides,  he  could  not  help 
him,  for  there  was  a  great  gulf  between 
them  that  no  one  could  pass  over.  This 
poor  rich  man,  who  could  not  help  himself 
now,  next  asked  that  some  one  might  he 
sent  to  tell  his  five  brothers  to  so  live  oi> 
earth  that  they  would  never  come  to  that 
place  o'  torment.  But  Abraham  said, 

••  They  have  the  Scriptures.”  But  the  rich 
man  begged  ;  he  thought  they  mi0ht  be  as 
foolish  as  he  had,  but  i  some  one  went  to 
them  from  the  dead,  and  told  what  he  h;ut- 
seen,  then  they  would  repent.  But  Abia*- 
ham  said,  “  What  more  could  one  tell  them 
than  they  are  told  in  the  Scrip, ures?  If 
they  do  not  believe  them,  they  wi  1  not 
believe  though  one  rose  from  the  dead.” — 
Kennedy. 


BLACKbO  exii;  EXERCISES. 
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-  This  picture  has  respect  to  Lazarus,  first  and  afflictions  first  in  this  world.  Then  we 
on  earth,  then  in  heaven.  God  never  gives  will  receive  joy,  peace,  and  rest  in  the  world 
the  best  first.  We  have  to  bear  our  trials  above. — C.  F.  Lindig. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


Some  suppose  this  is  a  real  history  and 
records  events  that  actually  occurred  as  the 
Savior  relates  them  ;  others  regard  it  as  a 
parable  which  states  the  similarity  of  the 
Condition  of  men  in  this  world  and  the  next. 

19.  A  certain  rich,  man.  His  name  is 
not  mentioned  ;  he  is  commonly  called 
Dives ,  but  that  is  merely  the  Latin  for  rich 
man. 

Tradition  gives  him  the  name  Nineus  ; 
for  which  there  is  no  authority  ;  it  shows, 
however,  that  it  was  early  regarded  as  a 
real  history. 

Clothed  in  purple.  Purple  robes  were 
worn  by  kings  (Judges  viii.  26)  ;  by  the 
highest  civil  and  church  officers,  as  Mordecai 
(Esther  viii.  15).  They  were  also  worn  by 
the  wealthy  and  luxurious.  Jer.  x.  9. 

The  purple  dye  in  ancient  times  was  very 
costly,  being  obi  ained  from  a  certain  sea- 
shell.  The  city  of  Tyre  was  famous  for 
its  goods  dyed  with  this  color. 

Purple  was  the  royal  hue,  Han.  v  :  16. 
The  color  was  derived  from  a  Tyrian  dye 
extracted  from  the  murex,  a  small  shell -fish, 
a  fish  yielding  only  one  drop  of  the  dye. 
Hence  this  purple  was  exceedingly  costly, 
and  was  worn  only  by  the  wealthy  and 
luxurious. 

Fine  Linen.  This  was  used  for  the  under 
clothing  and  was  also  very  costly  and  used 
only  by  the  rich. 

The  Israelite  women  brought  from  Egypt 
the  art  of  weaving  linen  of  a  marvelous 
fineness,  Ex.  xxxv.  25. 

Thompson  describes  a  piece  of  cloth  found 
near  Memphis,  Egypt,  in  which  540  threads 
were  counted  to  the  inch  in  the  warp,  and 
110  in  the  woof. 

This  linen  was  chiefly  produced  of  the 
flax  that  grew  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile  in 
Egypt,  Prov.  vii.  16 ;  Ezek.  xxvii.  7.  It 
was  peculiarly  soft  and  white — its  glory 
was  its  dazzling  whiteness,  and  was  there¬ 
fore  much  sought  as  an  article  of  luxury. 
Pliny  speaks  of  one  kind  that  was  exchanged 
lor  gold. 

Fared  sumptuously.  Lived  in  jovial 
splendor ;  ate  and  drank  the  best  and 
dearest. 

This  much  is  said  of  him  to  show  that  he 
was  abundantly  able  to  help  the  poor  if  he 
would. — Jacobus. 

Every  day.  He  made  a  holiday  of  his 
whole  life,  and  herein  was  his  sin.  He  was 
the  counterpart  of  the  Rich  Fool.  Luke 
xii.  19. 

This  description  of  Dives  expresses  the 
very  highest  degree  of  worldly  wealth  and 
luxury,  and  devotion  to  them.  With  these 
were  associated  neglect  of  the  needy,  con¬ 


tempt  of  God’s  word  and  carelessness  of 
eternity.  It  is  a  most  awful  picture  of  the 
aristocratic  Jewish  classes  of  that  day. 

20.  Beggar.  Poor  man,  in  contrast  with 
the  rich  man. 

Lazarus.  The  name  is  probably  an  abbre¬ 
viation  of  the  Old  Testament  name  “  Elea- 
zar,”  which  means  “  God  only  his  help.” 

This  was  not  Lazarus  the  brother  of  Mar¬ 
tha  and  Mary  at  Bethany. 

It  is  singular  enough  that  the  rich  man’s 
name,  is  not  mentioned,  whereas  that  of  the 
poor  man  is.  In  this  world  the  name  of  the 
rich  man  was  sounded  by  a  thousand 
trumpets.  In  the  heavenly  world  all  is 
reversed.  Greatness  alone  is  prominent 
now ;  goodness  alone  will  be  prominent 
there. — Cummings. 

Lazarus  is  known  by  his  name  in  heaven, 
wlieras  the  rich  man  has  only  a  pedigree  on 
earth. — Benges. 

“  Seems  he  not  to  you  to  have  been  read¬ 
ing  from  the  book  of  life,  where  he  found 
the  name  of  the  poor  man  written,  but  not 
the  name  of  the  rich  ?” — Augustine. 

Laid  at  his  gate.  Deposited  there  with 
the  hope  of  attracting  the  rich  man’s  pity. 

The  outer  gate  which  guarded  the 
entrance  to  the  court,  around  which  eastern 
houses  were  built,  is  here  meant. 

Here  the  porter  waited.  The  frequent 
passing  in  and  out  of  family  visitors  and 
guests  at  such  an  establishment  made  the 
chief  entrance  a  resort  for  beggars. 

Sores.  Ulcers  ;  not  even  rags  to  cover 
them.  Sad  contrast  with  the  purple  and 
fine  linen. 

21.  Desiring  crumbs.  So  the  Prodigal 
desired  to  be  tilled  with  the  “husks.”  The 
crumbs  or  broken  bits  were  doubtlessly 
given  him  as  they  were  given  to  the  dogs 
that  waited  with  him. 

Most  beggars  ask  money,  Lazarus  sought 
onlv  food. 

Moreover  dogs.  Besides  getting  the 
crumbs,  which  was  one  favor,  the  dogs 
came  and  licked  his  sores  which  was  the 
only  other  favor  and  sympathy  that  earth 
had  for  Lazarus. 

He  was  thus  attended  and  befriended  by 
dogs,  the  Jewish  emblem  of  all  uncleanli¬ 
ness. 

Draw  the  Contrast. 


Dives. 

1.  Lording  it  in  the  pal-|l. 

ace. 

2.  Clothed  in  purple  and  2. 

linen. 

3.  Faring  sumptuously  3. 

daily  amid  merry  rev¬ 
elers.  4. 

4.  Crowds  of  servants  and 

choice  society. 


Lazarus. 

Laid  rudely  at  the 
street  gate. 

Covered  with  naked 
running  sores. 
Waiting  lonely  for  oc¬ 
casional  crumbs. 
Companion  and  benifi- 
ciary  of  dogs. 
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22.  Beggar  died.  Not  called  Lazarus 
here,  to  bring  out  the  happy  contrast  more 
strangely. 

No  mention  is  made  of  his  burial.  It 
was  “only  a  pauper  whom  nobody  knows,” 
and  his  funeral  attracted  no  attention. 

And  was  carried.  His  soul  is  certainly 
meant  for  the  notion  that  he  was  carried 
bodily  is  opposed  by  contrast  to  the  burial 
of  the  rich  man. 

By  the  angels.  This  is  to  be  understood 
literally  ;  angels  are  ministers  to  the  saints. 

Rough  hands  had  often  cast  his  poor 
body  at  the  palace  gate  ;  now  angels  bear 
his  rejoicing  soul  into  the  gate  of  Glory. — 
M’Cook. 

Abraham’’ s  bosom.  Every  Jew  under¬ 
stood  by  “Abraham’s  bosom”  a  place  of 
perfect  repose,  communion  with  the  great 
and  good  in  the  world  to  come. 

This  expression  is  undoubtedly  derived 
from  the  custom  of  reclining  at  the  table, 
where  one  guest  would  recline  in  the  bosom 
of  the  one  next  above  him. 

Thus  the  reclining  of  Lazarus  in  the 
bosom  of  Abraham  at  the  feast  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  contrasts  with  the 
feasts  of  the  rich  man  on  earth. 

Rich  man  also  died.  Inevitable  doom  ! 
His  riches  could  not  save  him. 

His  fine  linen  serves  him  now  for  his 
shroud,  his  spicery  for  embalmment,  his 
sumptuously  fed  flesh  is  food  for  worms  ! 

Lazarus  died  before  him,  which  accords 
with  the  Divine  Mercy,  both  in  delivering 
Lazarus  early  from  his  sorrows  and  giving 
Dives  greater  space  for  repentance.  As  the 
beggar's  mournful  presence  was  a  constant 
call  to  Dives  to  prepare  to  live,  his  absence 
was  a  solemn  call  to  prepare  to  die. —M’Cook. 

And  was  buried.  No  doubt  the  luxury  of 
life  was  followed  by  the  luxury  of  woe. 
There  was  a  magnificent  funeral. 

There  is  a  sublime  irony,  a  stain  upon  all 
earthly  glory  in  this  mention  of  his  burial, 
connected  as  it  is  with  what  is  immediately 
to  follow. 

With  pomp  and  parade  his  body  is  laid  in 
the  whited  sepulchre  of  his  noble  family. 
But  where  was  the  soul  now?  Unburied 
Lazarus  is  in  glory,  but  Dives  in  Hell  ! 
What  a  contrast  on  the  funeral  pageants  of 
the  ungodly  rich  and  great. — M’Cook. 

23.  In  hell.  In  the  original  it  is  Hades. 
The  word  is  used  in  the  New  Testament  11 
times  :  Matt.  xi.  23  ;  xvi.  18  ;  Luke  x.  15  ; 
xvi.  23  ;  Acts  ii.  27  and  31  ;  Ac.  The  obvi¬ 
ous  sense  here  is  that  Dives  was  in  Hades 
where  Lazarus  was  not. — M’Cook. 

Lijted  up  his  eyes.  Either  looked  up  to  a 
higher  place,  or  now  became  fully  conscious 
of  his  position. 

Being  in  torments.  The  whole  force  of 
the  parable  springs  fjom  this  statement. 
He  was  in  a  place  of  punishment.  No 
doubt  one  element  of  it  was  the  certainty 
of  eternal  condemnation. 


Seeth  Abraham  afar  off.  This  passage 
gives  a  proof  of  the  recognition  of  friends 
in  the  other  world. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  during  the  entire 
scene,  and  indeed  throughout  the  whole 
parable,  Lazarus  is  silent ;  he  seems  to  have 
no  knowledge  of  Dives,  nor  of  the  words  of 
Abraham. 

Was  not  this  intended  by  the  Master  to 
show  us  that  the  blessed  are  not  cognizant 
of  the  torments  of  the  lost  ?  Few  men 
have  preached  such  mighty  sermons  to  the 
world  as  has  this  speechless  beggar. 

Lazarus  in  his  bosom.  This  expression 
conveys  the  idea  of  a  feast  with  Abraham 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  as  at  Matt.  viii.  11. 

This  verse  brings  out  strongly  the  con¬ 
trast  between  the  future  state  of  these  two 
men  ;  which  was  even  greater  than  was 
their  earth  estate. 

24.  Father  Abraham.  Thus  he  confesses 
himself  a  lost  Jew — lost  although  a  Jew.  a 
child  of  Abraham,  of  the  covenant,  of  the 
chosen  people. 

Have  mercy  on  me.  In  this  prayer  of  the 
rich  man  we  have  the  only  invocation  of 
saints  in  the  Scripture,  and  certainly  not  a 
very  encouraging  one. — Trench. 

Send  Lazarus.  It  may  be  he  saw  no  one 
of  all  his  gay  companions  in  heaven,  no  one 
that  he  knew  but  this  poor  beggar. 

He  had  given  him  a  few  crumbs— -that 
was  the  sum  of  good  wrought  by  his  great 
wealth  which  he  could  now  recall — and  on 
the  ground  of  that  he  fain  would  be  com¬ 
forted  a  little  in  hell. — M’Cook. 

Water.  He  does  not  ask  deliverance 
from  hell  ;  that  he  knows  cannot  be.  Even 
the  mercy  asked  is  the  very  least  conceiv¬ 
able,  as  though  he  dare  not  hope  for  more. 
Only  one  drop  of  water  ! 

But  then  the  water  was  from  the  River  of 
Life,  and  Dives  may  have  thought  it  of  such 
merit  as  to  cool  his  tongue. 

O,  man,  hadst  thou  but  taken  the  water 
of  life  that  was  proffered  to  thee  freely  and 
pressed  upon  thee  on  earth  !  Now  thou 
must  drink  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  God. 
— M’Cook. 

My  tongue.  This  hints  at  a  close  connec¬ 
tion  between  sin  and  its  punishment.  Per¬ 
haps  lie  was  a  profane  swearer. 

Tormented  in  this  flame.  Where  lies  the 
limit  between  inner  and  outer,  to  the  disem¬ 
bodied?  Hardened  sinners  have  died  cry¬ 
ing  “Fire  !”  Did  the  fire  leave  them  when 
they  left  their  bodies? — Alford. 

Material  fire  could  not  have  been  here, 
because  there  was  no  material  substance 
for  it. — Cummings. 

25.  Son.  Abraham  recognizes  him  as  a 
Jew,  but  this  avails  nothing.  “The  answer 
is  solemn,  calm  and  fatherly  ;  there  is  no 
mocking,  as  found  in  the  Koran  ;  no  grief, 
as  is  sometimes  represented  as  affecting  the 
blessed  spirits  for  the  lot  of  the  lost.” — 
Alford. 
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. Remember .  The  word  shows  that  memory 
of  earth  remains  with  the  lost,  and  reason, 
too  ;  for  the  facts  of  earth  are  recalled  to 
prove  the  justice  of  the  rich  man’s  lot. 

Ah,  if  he  could  only  not  remember  !  O, 
God,  give  me  grace  to  live  godly  now,  to 
redeem  my  time,  to  improve  my  talents, 
that  I  may  be  saved  from  a  lost  soul’s 
memory  of  the  lost  opportunity. — VI’Cook. 

Thy  good  things.  He  had  regarded  his 
earthly  possessions  as  his  chiet  good.  God 
had  treated  him  according  to  his  own  esti¬ 
mate  of  these  things  ;  had  given  them  to 
him,  and  that  was  all  his  portion  of  good. 

Lazarus  evil  things.  Not  “his”  evil 
things,  for  he  may  have  rightly  received  his 
afflictions  as  for  good. 

Comforted.  Sweet  word  !  Just  suited  to 
the  poor,  weak,  bruised  and  weary  child  of 
sorrow,  whose  smarting  sores  were  so 
chafed  on  the  hard  bosom  of  earth  —com¬ 
forted,  honored,  rested  in  the  bosom  of 
Abraham — IvI’C'ook. 

26.  Besides  all  this.  It  was  morally 
improper  to  grant  the  request ;  but  it  was 
impossible  also. 

Great  gulf  fixed.  The  figure  is  of  an 
unfathomable  abyss,  which  cannot  be 
bridged  over. 

Our  Lord  here  makes  a  revelation,  for  the 
popular  Jewish  view  did  not  speak  of  this. 

27.  1  pray  thee  therefore.  The  second  re¬ 
quest  accepts  the  first  answer  as  final.  He  has 
begun  to  “believe  and  tremble.”  James  ii.  9 

28.  I  have  five  brethren.  It  is  implied 


that  all  of  them  were  living  as  he  had  done. 

Testify  unto  them.  That  is,  warn  them, 
or  inform  them  of  my  situation,  and  the 
dread  ful  consequences  of  the  life  that  I 
have  led.— Bah  ves. 

29.  Moses  an  l  the  Prophets.  The  Script¬ 
ures  of  the  Old  Testament  which  testify 
clearly,  and  sufficiently  of  judgment  to 
come. 

Hear  them.  We  are  saved  by  hearing  the 
word  of  God  with  faith,  not  by  apparitions. 

— ”  ENGEL. 

Abraham’s  answer  is  brief  and  almo  t 
stern:  “They  are  warned;  they  have 
enough  to  keep  them  from  your  place  of 
torment,  if  only  they  will  use  it.  They 
have  Moses  and  the  prophets,  let  them  hear 
them.” — Trench. 

30.  Nay.  Revelatiou  is  not  sufficient, 
he  says,  lie  s  iows  even  now  the  wrang¬ 
ling  spirit  of  the  Pic risees. 

31.  If  they  hear  not  Moses.  Which  im¬ 
plies  the  practical  infidelity  of  Dives  and 
liis  brothers.  Yet  they  were  of  the  house¬ 
hold  of  Israel  and  callel  Abraham  father. 

Though  one  rose  f  rom  the  dead.  Lazarus 
of  Bethany  rose,  arid  the  Jews  believed 
not.  Yea,  Jesus  himself  arose  and  men 
were  unpersuaded,  and  are  unpersuaded 
still. 

Let  the  unbeliever  tremble  ;  he  is  with¬ 
out  excuse  for  his  sin  let  the  believer 
rejoice  and  be  confident,  the  fo  inflation  of 
his  faith  standeth  sure  uoon  the  foundation 
of  the  word  of  God. — M’Gook. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


Four  Declarations  in  the  N.  T. ,  which 
this  Parable  Proclaims  and  Confirms 
to  us. 

I.  Matt.  xix.  23  ; 

II.  1  John  ii.  17  ; 

III.  James  i.  12; 

IV.  2  Tim.  iii.  14,  15. 

Dives  and  Lazarus. 

I.  The  poor  Lazarus  : 

1.  A  poor  man,  but  also  a  rich  man  ; 

2.  A  sick  man,  but  also  a  well  man  ; 

3.  A  sojourner,  but  also  a  citizen  ; 

II,  The  rich  man  : 

1.  A  rich  man,  and  yet  a  poor  man  ; 

2.  A  well  mar,  and  yet  a  sick  man  ; 

3.  A  citizen,  and  yet  a  vagrant.— Fuchs. 


Miracles  Insufficient  to  Produce 
Conversion. 

1.  The  prayer  offered  : 

1 .  To  whom  it  was  addressed  ; 

2.  The  favor  solicited  ; 

II.  The  feeling  by  which  it  was  prompted  ; 
either  that  of 

1.  Compassion  ; 

2.  Selfishness  ;  or  self-justification  ; 

III.  The  answer  received  ;  it  sets  forth  two 

things  : 

1.  The  methods  of  conviction  which 

God  has  ordained  ; 

2.  The  inefficiency  of  all  other  means, 

however  extraordinary,  when  those 
of  divine  appointment  are  disre¬ 
garded. — Anon. 


QUESTIONS. 


What  two  men  are  spoken  of  in  this 
lesson  2 

19.  What  was  the  name  of  the  rich  man? 
How  did  the  rich  man  live  ? 

What  was  the  purple  and  fine  linen  ? 

In  what  did  his  sins  consist  ? 

20.  By  what  name  was  the  beggar  called  ? 
What  was  his  condition  ? 


Does  God  regard  the  poor  man  ?  Job 
xxxiv.  19. 

What  does  Jesus  say  of  the  rich  ? 
Mark  x.  24. 

21.  What  request  did  he  make  ? 

Who  alone  seemed  to  have  pity  on  him? 

22.  What  happened  to  these  two  men  ? 
What  became  of  Lazarus  after  death 
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What  is  meant  by  Abraham’s  bosom  ? 
What  is  stated  in  connection  with  the 
death  of  Dives  V 

23.  In  what  fearful  condition  did  he  find 

himself  in  the  next  world  ? 

24.  What  request  did  he  make  ? 

Why  was  he  tormented  in  his  tongue  ? 

25.  What  reply  did  Abraham  make  ? 

26.  What  other  reason  was  given  ? 


What  is  meant  by  a  great  gulf  ? 

27,  28.  What  message  did  he  then  wish  to 
have  sent  ? 

29.  What  answer  did  Abraham  make  ? 
What  is  meant  by  Moses  and  the 

prophets  ■> 

30.  How  does  Dives  further  plead  ? 

31.  Who  had  arisen  from  the  dead  2 
What  does  the  golden  text  say  ? 


DAILY  LEADINGS. 


First  Week. 

j  Warning  against  for- 
t  malism. 

)  Formalists  inSa- 
\  maria. 

1  :  10-20.  Formalists  in  Judah. 

(  Obedience  and  Sacri- 
(.  fice. 

F-  Matt.  7  :  15-29.  Hearing  and  obeying. 

S.  Luke  16:  10-17,  One  master  only. 

S.  Rev.  3  :  1-6.  The  formal  church. 


M.  Luke  13  :  22-30. 

Tu.  2  Kings  17  :  22-35 

W.  Isa 

Th.  1  Sam.  15:  13-23. 


Second  Week. 

M.  Luke  14:  15-24.  The  gospel  feast. 
Tu.  Isa.  55:  1-13.  A  free  invitation. 

W.  Rom.  5  :  1-21.  An  abundant  supply. 
Th.  Rom.  10  :  1-13.  An  easy  condition. 
F.  John  3.  11-21.  A  willful  refusal. 

S.  Matt.  22  :  1-14.  A  royal  feast. 


8.  Rev.  19  :  4-16.  A  marriage  supper. 
Third  Week. 


M.  Luke  15  :  11-24.  The  prodigal  son. 
Tu.  Isa.  63  :  7-16.  God  our  Father. 

W.  Dent.  32  :  6-14.  A  bountiful  Father. 
Th.  Isa.  1  :  1-9.  An  offended  Father. 

F.  Jer.  2:  9-19.  A  suffering  son. 

S.  Jer.  31  :  9-21.  A  returning  son. 

S.  Luke  15  :  1-10.  Joy  in  heaven. 

Fourth  Week. 


M.  Luke  16  :  19-31. 


f  The  rich  man  and 
\  Lazarus. 

Tu.  Psa.  13  :  1-17  The  ungodly  prospered. 
W.  Heb.  12  :  1-13-  The  saints  afflicted. 

Th.  2  Thess.  1:  1-12.  Compensation  hereafter. 
F.  1  Kings  12  :  25-33.  Sin  in  high  places. 

S.  Job  27  :  11-23.  The  end  of  the  wicked. 

8.  2  Cor  5  :  1-9.  The  hope  of  the  righteous. 


EDITOK’S 

Illustrations  and  Helpful  Hints  on 
the  International  Lessons  of  1878. 
By  Rev.  W.  F.  Crafts — Part  Second  — 
July  to  December.  Fairbanks  &  Co.,  Pub¬ 
lishers,  Chicago,  Ill.  Price  5  cts. 

Rev.  W.  F.  Crafts  is  very  generally  and 
favorably  known  as  a  Sunday-school  worker 
and  author  of  helps  of  various  kinds  for 
teachers.  This  volume  is  particularly  inter¬ 
esting  for  its  valuable  and  suggestive  black¬ 
board  illustrations.  These  illustrations  are 
coming  more  and  more  into  vogue  in  the 
Sunday  schools  throughout  the  country. 
We  commend  this  work  to  superintendents 
and  teache  s  who  take  an  interest  in  this 
branch  of  Sunday-school  instruction.  The 
book  will  be  sent  by  mail  on  the  receipt  of 
50  cts.  by  the  publishers. 

“Certificate  of  Honor,”  “Certificate 
of  Sunday  School  Membership.” 

These  are  the  titles  of  two  beautiful 
certificates  printed  in  colors.  The  one  is 
intended  as  a  certificate  of  dismission  when 
a  scholar  or  teacher  removes  from  the 
bounds  of  one  Sunday-school  into  that  of 
another.  The  other  is  intended  as  a  com¬ 
pliment  to  a  meritorious  scholar,  who  con¬ 
tinues  in  the  school. 

They  are  published  by  U.  D.  Ward,  150 
.Nassau  street,  New  York. 


NOTICES. 

The  Bible  Reader’s  Commentary.  The 
New  Testament  in  two  Volumes.  Vol. 
I — The  Four-fold  Gospel.  Prepared  by 
J.  Glenworth  Butler,  D.  D.,  D.  Appleton 
&  Co  ,  New  York.  685  pages  large  octavo. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  works 
on  the  Gospels  that  has  appeared  for  some 
time,  and  will  be  of  great  assistance  to  the 
Bible  student.  It  consists  of  a  consolida¬ 
tion  of  the  four  Gospels  in  one  chronologi¬ 
cal  nar  ative,  with  the  text  arranged  in  sec¬ 
tions.  This  affords  the  reader  a  continuous 
narrative  constructed  out  of  the  Four  Gos¬ 
pels,  giving  a  complete  and  connected  view 
of  the  Lord  s  life  and  ministry.  In  this 
narrative  is  faithfully  incorporated  every 
word  and  phrase  of  each  Gospel,  or  else  its 
equivalent  or  concurrent  expression  in 
another,  and  no  words  are  added  to  those 
found  in  the  Gospel. 

Appended  to  each  section  is  a  brief  read¬ 
ing.  This  comprises  a  few  suggestive 
sentences  related  to  the  subject  matter  of 
the  text.  Its  purpose  is  to  widen  the  vision 
and  intensify  the  force  of  truth,  and  so  help 
to  deepen  spiritual  insight  and  quicken 
devout  feeling. 

The  Annotations  and  Notes  are  selected 
from  the  choicest  and  best  observations  of 
more  than  two  hundred  eminent  Christian 
thinkers  of  the  past  and  present. 
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Tlie  work  is  not  so  much  critical  as  it  is 
popular  and  edifying.  Preachers,  Sunday- 
school  superintendents,  and  teachers  will 
derive  great  benefit  from  its  perusal. 

It  is  printed  on  good  strong  paper  with 
large,  clear  type,  and  is  furnished  with 
illustrations  and  maps.  Sold  only  by 
subscription. 

- 

Glorious  Tidincs,  for  Sunday  schools,  by 
H.  S.  Perkins  and  W.  W.  Bentley.  160 
pages.  Price.  35  cts  in  boards,  30  cts  in 
paper.  Publishers,  White,  Smith  &  Co., 
Boston,  Mass. 


This  is  a  new  work  by  the  veteran  com¬ 
posers,  and  authors  of  “  River  of  Life  ” 
which  enjoyed  such  unexampled  popularity 
a  few  years  ago.  The  great  variety  to  be 
found  in  this  collection  will  be  well  under¬ 
stood  when  we  remark  that  more  than  fifty 
of  the  best  composers  of  Sunday-school 
music  have  contributed  to  its  pages.  The 
melodies  are  sparkling  and  fresh,  and  the 
book  will  doubtless  prove  very  attractive  in 
the  song  service  of  the  Sunday-school  and 
social  meeting.  The  publishers  will  send 
sample  copies  ou  receipt  of  30  cents. 


USEFUL  ARTICLES  FOR  LADIES. 

Tho  old  established  KOYAL  MANUFACTURING  CO.f  whose  metmpolitnn  headquarters  is  located  at 

258  and  2b0  Bro  .uwuy  ,  New  kurJt,  and  Itulory  at  1'rovidentc,  It.  1.,  are  uiauufaclormg  many  useful  articles  for  Ladies’ 
Wear,  among  which  are  tin-  following  : 

EMPRESS  TRAIN  SUP  PORTER. -Ve  ry  ornamental  and  undoubtedly  the  most  perfect  Supporter  ever  made. 
Tortoise  Shell  or  Ebony,  eentw;  >lk  Velvet,  all  colors,  50  eentn  each. 

PERFECT  HAIR  CRIMPER.  -They  produce  a  sharp  and  well  denned  Crimp,  without  injuring  the  hair,  as  by 
appl  cation  ot  beat  6  Crnn|  era  tor  J£5  cents. 

PATENT  PIN  1IOOK  .  —  A  very  ornamental  improvement  for  pinning  Tidies,  Napkins,  Pillow-Shams,  and  other 
articles.  25  eentn  per  dozen. 

PATENT  DUPLEX  VENTILATING  GARTER  AND  ARMLET.  They  are  made  of  a  double  row  of 
Spiral  spring  Wire,  heavily  plated  with  Silver,  and  so  arranged  as  not  to  impede  the  free  tirculation  of  the  blood.  In- 
ordering,  the  Garter  shuui.i  measure  a  inches  anti  the  Armlet  3  inches  less  than  the  circumference  of  the  limb  or  arm.  Garters 
per  pair.  SO  cent*  ?  Armlets  per  pair.  25  cents. 

CELLULOID  CORAL  THIMBLElS.— Excels  all  others  for  durability,  neatness,  and  ease  -r  does  not  soil  or  chafe 
the  finger,  and  will  last  longer  t  an  any  melnl  thimble.  15  cent**  each. 

SOLID  COIN  SILVER  THIMBLE—  With  your  lull  name  or  initials  engraved,  and  encased  in  an  elegant 
morocco- <-o v ered  silk- velvet  lined  1  himlile-boi..  75  ctf*.  tor  Thimble  and  Case.  In  ordering,  give  the  number  you  wear,  and 
how  you  wish  your  name  engraved. 

SOLID  COIN  SILVER-PLATED  SPOONS,  ETC.  —  Was  there  ever  a  housewife  who  had  enough  I—-. 
Spoons!  No.  Therefore,  we  have  concluded  to  present  A  SET  i.b)  TEA  SIMHJM8  and  a  BETTER  KM  IE  to  each  lady  f ^  2 
reader  of  the  Teachers’  Jouru  il  ;  the  only  charges  being  #1,  to  defray  expense  of  engraving  name,  express  2 
charges,  etc.  WTe  do  not  Stamp  your  name,  but  have  Experienced  >1  orkmcn  to  K.NUKA  V E  ou  each  article  your  last  ^ 
name  in  full,  or  initials,  as  desired.  W'e  have  our  design  copyrighted,  and  stamp  our  Company  name  on  each  **  ^ 
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'  of  the  most  reliable,  enterprising,  and  responsible  houses 


article,  thus  preventing  unscrupulous  and  irresponsible  parties  lrom  palming  off  inferior  goods  at  hi  h  prices  as  an 
article  of  our  manufacture.  Heretofore  the  price  of  this  class  of  goods  has  prevented  their  general  use,  but  we  now 
place  a  limited  number  within  the  reach  of  all.  We  make  the  above  offer,  believing  that  in  every  house  we  place  our 
Spoons  it  will  be  a  standing  advertisement  for  our  other  goods,  and  our  future  sales  will  recompense  us  in  making  this 
liberal  offer.  These  goods  are  first  heavily  plated  with  Mekel  (the  hardest  white  metal  known),  and  then  followed 
with  a  plating  of  Coin  Silver,  thus  making  the  most  durable  plate  yet  discovered  ;  and  we  will  Guarantee  that  this 
design  or  Spoons  alone  cannot  be  bought  from  any  dealer  for  less  than  $4. OR  per  set.  We  also  manufacture  Table  i 
Spoons,  Knives,  Forks,  etc.  In  taking  advantage  of  this  special  offer.  No.  !  57,  you  must  cut  this  out,  on  or  before 
December  31st,  K78,  and  forwa  d  i'  and  one  dollar  along  with  your  erder,  and  slate  how  yon  wish  yonr  name  engraved. 

As  to  our  reliability,  we  refer  you  to  any  responsible  nouse  in  this  city,  and  quote  the  following  from  our  New  York 

papers. 

“The  Royal  Manufacturing  Co.,  258  and  260  Broadway,  is  one  - 
of  this  city.’’— Editorial  American  Farmer,  N.  Y.,  April,  1878. 

44  The  Royal  Manufacturing  Co.  of  this  city  have  sustained  a  well-earned  reputation  for  reliability  bv  sending  out  goods 
guaranteed  to  be  exactly  as  represented,  and  by  this  means  purchasers  get  only  the  best  goods  at  more  reasonable  figures  than 
large  dealers  pay  by  wholesale.” — Editorial  Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Newspaper,  April  13,  1878. 

44  A  representative  of  our  paper  was  shown  through  the  establishment  of  the  Royal  Manufacturing  Co.,  968  and  260  Broad¬ 
way,  and  was  surprised  at  the  handsome  character  of  the  goods  sent  at  such  extraordinary  low  prices.” — The  Independent,. 
N.  Y.,  June  20,  1878. 

t^iT  On  receipt  of  price  and  address,  one  or  all  of  the  above  goods  will  be  forwarded  to  any  Post-office  in  the  United  States. 
All  charges  will  be  prepaid,  and  we  Guaruntee  the  goods  to  reach  their  destination  and  give  satisfaction. 

f*f~  Write  your  NAME  and  ADDRESS  PLAINLY.  Postage  stamps  taken  at  their  face  value.  The  Trade  supplied. 

Address  all  Orders.  ROYAL  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  258  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 


THE  SERM0NIZER  for  Preachers ;  brim 

full  of  Homiletioal  matter,  fresh  ami  full  of  life. 
60  cts.  ayear,  sample  d  cts.  REV.  T.  S.  BUCK,  Mil- 
ton,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa. 


WITTENBERG-  COLLEGE. 

SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO. 

For  a  thorough  course  of  Education,  and  for 
beauty  and  healthfulness  of  location,  this  Institu¬ 
tion  is  unsurpassed.  The  next  term  begins  on  the 
6th  day  of  September,  1878.  Ladies  are  admitted  as 
day  students,  and  boarding  and  rooms  have  been 
procured  for  them  in  pleasant  families  near  the 
College.  The  following  is  a  near  estimate  of  the 
necessary  expenses  of  each  student : 

Tuition,  $30  per  year;  Room  rent,  $9;  Fuel  and 
light,  $12;  Boarding,  from  $1.75  to  $2.25  per  week. 
Collegiate  year,  40  weeks. 

For  Catalogue  or  further  particulars,  address 

Rev.  J.  B.  HELWIO,  D.  D.,  President, 
Springfield,  Ohio. 


Classical  Dept’t  of  Miss.  Institute, 

SELINSGROVE  PA. 

The  Fall  Term  of  this  school  will  commence  on  the 
22nd  of  Aug  ,  1878.  The  Winter  Term  Nov.  21,  and 
the  Spring  Term  Mar.  6,  1879. 

Each  Term  will  consist  of  13  weeks,  except  the 
Winter  Term  which  will  be  one  of  15  weeks,  but  two 
of  which  will  be  given  as  vacation  at  the  Christmas 
Holidays.  For  terms  and  particulars,  address 

P.  BORN,  Selihsg rove,  Pa. 


rHE  PHCENIX  is  a  handsome  eight-columned  (4- 
page)  monthly,  only  25  cts.  per  year. 

R.  H.  BURN,  Editor, 

Selinsgrove,  Pa. 


LOOK  i  LOOK  I 

50  finely  printed  visiting  cards.  2  >  cts.  Samples  free, 
juntf  R.  H.  BURN,  Selinsgrove,  Pa. 


The  Illustrated  Teacher’s  Bible, 

with  1000  illustrations  executed  especially  tor  this 
edition.  Printed  in  clear  type  with  references,  etc. 
1248  pages,  Crown  4  to  cloth  -  -  -  -  $5  00 

French  morocco  gilt  edges.  4  colored  maps  -  8  00 

Turkey  “  “  “  10  Oo 

Levant  “  red  under  gilt  edges  -  -  -  12  00 

This  bible  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  Sunday 
School  Teacher  in  the  country.  You  can  gain  the 
attention  of  children  with  an  illustrated  bible  when 
nothing  else  will  do  it. 

The  History  of  the  English  Bible. 

BY  THE  REV.  N.  F.  MOULTON,  M.  A.  D.  D.,  MASTER 
OF  THE  LEY  SCHOOL,  CAMBRIDGE. 

Crown  8vo,  240  pages  cloth  ...  $1  50 

A  work  of  sterling  merit,  and  one  that  will  aid 
largely  in  giving  its  readers  a  clear  understanding 
ol  the  subject. 

SOME  PRESENT  DANGERS  OF  THE  CHURCH 
OF  ENGLAND. 

BY  C.  J.  ELLICOTT  D.  D.,  BISHOP  OF  GLOUCESTER 
AND  BRISTOL. 

16mo  cloth  $12-5 

CASSELL.  POTTER  &  GALP1N, 

596  Broadway. 

Send  for  Catalogues.  New  York. 

Two  New  Valuable  Aids  ! 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


E.  RIDLEY  &  SONS 

309, 311, 811?  Courtland  St.,  N.  Y., 

Will  Send  Free 

On  application,  a  copy  of  their 
Fall  and  Winter 

Illustrated  Catalogue 

And  Price  List  of 

MILLINERY  &  FANCY  GOODS, 

Cadies’  and  Misses’  Suits,  Undergarments, 
Ladies’  Trimmed  Hats,  Purs,  Laces,  Hos¬ 
iery,  Dress  and  Trimming  Silks,  etc., 

Ladies  Misses’  and  Children’s 
Shoes. 


A  large  saving  can  be  made  by  parties  residing 
at  a  distance  in  trading  direct  witli  New  York. 
Full  information  given  in  our  Catalogue  to  aid  in 
the  sending  of  orders.  We  promise  the  same  at¬ 
tention  to  orders  intrusted  to  us  as  if  the  purchaser 
were  present  in  person. 


ESTABLISHED  1849. 

Eim  iKD  K  II>I.EY  &  NOJTH, 

309,  311,  321J4,  Grand  Street, 

54,  58,  60,  62,  64,  66,  68,  and  70  Allen  Street, 

NEW  YORK. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR  CERTIFICATE. 

9x11.  Entirely  new7  design,  in  rich  bright  colors  with 
gold,  $1.80  per  doz. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  MEMBERSHIP  CERTIFICATE. 
9x11.  New  and  original  designs,  and  different  from 
the  other,  but  equally  attractive  in  style,  in  colors 
and  gold,  $1.80  per  doz.  The  above  two  can  be  mailed 
free  to  any  address  for  30  cents.  Sunday-school  Li¬ 
brary  Books.  Cards,  Maps,  Class,  Superintendent, 
Pocket  Roll  Book.  Infant  Class  Teacher’s  Roll  Book 
S.  S.  Money  Envelope,  Church  and  Family  Reading 
etc.  etc.,  on  reasonable  terms. 

U.  1).  WARD,  Publisher. 

150  Nassau  St.  (up  stairs).  New  Y'ork. 


GEM  1 

'  Magnifies 

‘0-QOO  7  lWl£s  ' 
pRlC£815° 

utyCROSCOP; 


The  GEM  MICRO¬ 
SCOPE  magnilies  lo.ooo 
times  ;  shows  hidden  nature. 
_  pens  up  the  marvellous  minute 
^Tllife  with  which  nature  teems. 
Useful,  instructive  and  enter¬ 
taining  ;  investigation  and  re¬ 
search  made  easy  by  its  use. 
Suitable  present  from  teacher  to 
scholar. 

Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  $1.00 
AGENTS  WANTED. 

GEM  MICROSCOPE  CO..  156 
Fulton  St.,  New  York. 


WASHINGTON  M’FG  CO..  RELIABLE  PIAN¬ 
OS  AND  ORGANS.  Best  and  cheapest,  sold 
only  through  agencies.  Good  substantial  agents 
wanted  everywhere.  Catalogue  free.  Address 
WASHINGTON  M’FG  CO  .  Agency  Department 
Washington,  N.  J. 

Indispensable  Aid  for  the  Study  of  the  International 
Lessons. 

TRENCH'S  UNEQ.UALED  NOTE-;  ON  THE 
PARABLES  AND  MIRACLES. 

Cheap  and  unabridged  edition.  Notes  on  tile 
Miracles,  $1.25.  Notes  on  the  Parables,  $1.25  Notes 
on  the  Parables  and  Miracles  in  one  volume,  $2.00. 

Sent  free  by  mail  on  receipt  of  price  bv  the  pub¬ 
lisher. 

WILLI  AM  SYCKELMOORE 
1420  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia 


O  I  A  ftl  Beautiful  Square  Grand  Pianos 
price  $l,OOb,  only  $375. 
Magnificent.  Upright  Pianos,  price  $1,000.  onh 
$37-5.  Elegant  Upright  Pianos,  price  $8003 
only  $175.  Pianos.  7  octave,  $135.  71 $135. 
New  styles.  Organs,  $35.  Organs,  9  stops  $57- 

ORGAN 

$375  Mirror  Top  Organs  only  $105.  Beautiful  Pal¬ 
lor  Organ,  price  $310,  only  $95'.  -Fraud  Exposed,’ 
$500  reward.  Read  “Traps  for  the  unwary,”  and 
Newspaper  about  cost  of  Pianos  and  Organs  senl 
Free.  Pleaseaddress  DanielF  Beatty 
WASHINGTON,  N.  J 


WEAVER’S  NEW 

Chapel  Organ 


For  SUNDA  Y-SCIIOOLS 


S,-  SMALL  CHURCHES. 


Price,  $100. 


1  SASYPAT- 


)  KENTS ! 

It  is  so  constructed  tha  t 
the  performer  can  face 
the  audience.'  It  is  unex¬ 
celled  in  sweetness  and 
variety  of  tone  and  has 
nearly  twice  thepower  of 
an  ordinary  parlor  organ.  No  organ  in  tiie  world  has 
become  so  immensely  popular,  and  indeed  no  other 
organ  is  made  with  the  same. particular  adaptation 
for  schools  and  churches.  Will  be  sent  to  any  school 
or  church  in  the  country  on  two  weeks'  trial..*. Send 
for  a  full  description  to  J.  ().  W EWER,  Ma n far- 
turer  Church  Y  Parlor  Organs,  364  W.  Market  Street, 
York,  Pa  junbt. 


J.  Q-  ALLEWALT  &  CO., 

Commission  Merchants, 

FLOUR,  GRAIN,  anti  SEEDS, 

120  NORTH  ST..  BALTIMORE,  MD. 

( J.  S.  Norris,  Pres,  of  First  National 
Reference  7  Bank  of  Baltimore. 

(  G.  D.  Klinefelter,  Director  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Hanover,  Pa. 
aug  Liberal  Advances,  Correspondence  Solicited .  6t 


|3ENNSYLVANIA  RAILROAD. 

SI  MMER  TIME  TABLE. 


ORTHERN  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

SUMMER  TIME  TABLE. 


Nine  Trains  to  Philadelphia,  six  trains  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  eight  trains  to  New  York. 

On  and  after  June  25.1877,  the  Passenger  Trains 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  will  depart 
from  Harrisburg  and  arrive  at  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  Pittsburgh  and  Erie,  as  follows: 


Through  and  direct  route  to  Washington,  Balti¬ 
more,  Elmira,  Erie,  Buffalo,  Rochester 
and  Niagara  Falls. 


On  and  after  Sunday,  May  13th,  1877,  trains  on 
the  Northern  Central  Railway  will  run  as  follows  : 
NORTHWARD. 


EASTWARD. 


Philadelphia  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily 
(except  Monday)  at  2-50  a  m,  arrives  at.  Philadel¬ 
phia  at  7-00  a  in,  and  New  York  at  10-05  a  m. 

Fast  Line  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4-05  a  m.  ar¬ 
rives  at  Philadelphia  at  7-35  a  m.  and  New  f  ork  at 

10- 35  a  m. 

Dillerville  Accommodation,  connecting  for  Phila¬ 
delphia,  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (except  Sunday) 
at  5-00  a  m.  arrivesat  Lancaster  at.  9-05  a  m. 

Harrisburg  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (ex¬ 
cept  Sunday)  at  8-20  a  ra,  arrives  at  Philadelphia 
at.  10-.30  a  m,  and  New  York  at  2  05  p  m. 

Columbia  Accommodation  leaves  daily  (except 
Sunday)  at  7.35  a  in.  arrives  at  Philadelph  a  at  12-- 
30  p  m,  and  New  York  at  5-10  p  m. 

Pacific  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  12-05  p 
m,  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  3-45  p  m,' and  New 
York  at  6-45  p  m. 

Johnstown  Express  leaves  daily  (except  Sunday) 
at  1-45  p  m,  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  0-00  p  in.  and 
New  York  at  10  05  p  m. 

Day  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4-15  p  ni, 
arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  7-20  p  m,  and  New  York 
at.  10-15  p  m. 

Harrisburg  Accommodation  leaves  Harrisburg 
daily  via  Columbia  (except  Sunday)  at  3-50  p  m, 
and  arrives  at  Philadelphia,  at  9  00  p  rn. 

Atlantic  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at 

11- 05  )>  in,  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  3-00  a  in’  and 
New  York  at  6-45  am. 

WESTWARD. 

Cincinnati  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at 

12- 55  a  in.  arrives  at  Altoona  at  4'45  a  in,  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  at  8"30  a  m. 

Pacific  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4  20 
m,  arrives  at  A  Itoona  at  8-50  a  m.  for  breakfast,  and 
Pittsburgh  at  1-45  )>  m. 

Way  Passenger  Train  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at 
8'00  a  m,  arrives  at  Altoona  at  1"55  p  in  for  dinner, 
and  Pittsburgh  at  845  pm. 

Mail  train  leaves  Harrisburg  dialy  except  Sun¬ 
day  at  1.30  p.  m„  arrives  at  Altoona’  at  7.20  p.  in., 
for  supper,  and  Pittsburg  at  1.00  a.  m. 

Fast  Line  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  3  45  p  m,  ar¬ 
rives  at  A  Itoona  at  7  40  pm.  tor  supper,  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  at  11-45  i)  m 

Mifflin  Accomodation  leaves  Harrisburg  daily 
(except  Sunday )  at  5  2.)  pm,  and  arrives  at  Mifflin 
at  8'00  p  m. 

Pittsburgh  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (ex¬ 
cept  Sunday)  iu  11-00  p  m,  arrives  at  Altoona  at 
3  20  a  m,  and  Pittsburg  at  8  10  a  m. 

Philadelpia  and  Erie  R.  R.  Division. 

Mail  Train  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (except  Sun¬ 
day)  at  4  25  a  m,  arriving  at  Williamsport  at  S  15  a 
m,  for  breakfast,  and  Erie  at  7-35  p  m. 

Limited  Mail  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (except 
Sunday)  at  10  50  a  m,  arrives  ar  Williamsport  at 
2-00  p  m.  Kenovo  at  4  40pm  and  Kane  9-20  p  in. 

Lock  Haven  Accommodation  leaves  Harrisburg 
daily  (except.  Sunday)  at  8-35  p  m,  arrives  at  Wil¬ 
liamsport  a  725  p  m,  and  Lock  Haven  at  8*40  pm. 

FRANK  THOMSON,  L  P.  FARMER. 

General  Manager.  Gen’l  i  ass'ger  Agt. 


BUCKEYE  BELL  FOUNDRY. 

iS3tablished  in  1837. 

Superior  Rolls  of  Copper  and  Tin,  mounted 
w  ith  tin-  best  Rotary  Hangings,  for  Churches. 
Schools,  Farms,  Factories,  Court-houses,  Fire 
Alarms,  Tower  Clocks,  etc.  Fully  Warranted. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  Free. 
Vandl’/kn  iV  frpr,  J02  R.  St.,  Cinciooati. 


Mail  leave  Baltimore  daily  (except  Sunday)  at 

8- 30  a  m,  arrives  at  Harrisburg  daily  (except ’Sun¬ 
day,  at  12'45  p  m. 

Fast.  Line  leaves  Baltimore  daily  at  11  50  a  m,  ar¬ 
rives  a- Harrisburg  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  3-35 
pm,  leaves  Williamsport  at  7'40  p  ra,  leaves  Elmira 
at  10  05  a  m,  arrives  at  Watkin’s  Glen  at  11-55  p  m. 

Harrisburg  Express  leaves  Baltimore  daily,  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday,  at  5-30  p  m,  arrives  at  Harrisburg  at 

9- 30  p  ill. 

Cincinnati  Express  leaves  Baltimore  daily  at  9  10 
j)  m,  arrives  at  Harrisburg  at  12-45  a  m. 

Erie  Mail  leaves  Harrisburg  daily,  except  Sun¬ 
day,  at  4-25  a  m,  leaves  Williamsport  at  8-40  a  m, 
leaves  Elmira  at  12  20  p  m,  arrives  at  Canandaigua 
at  3’25  p  m. 

SOUTHWARD. 

Sou  hern  Express  leaves  Canandaigua  daily  ex¬ 
cept,  Sunday,  at  6-55  p  in,  leaves  Elmira  at  9-30*  p  m, 
leaves  Williamsport  at  12-35  a  m,  arrives  at  Harris¬ 
burg  daily,  except  Monday,  at  3-55  a  m,  arrives  at 
Baltimore  at  7’45  a  m. 

Fast.  Line  leaves  Canandaigua  daily,  except  Sun¬ 
day.  at  6  55  p  in,  leaves  Elmira,  at  9  30  p  m,  leaves 
Williamsport  daily,  except  Monday,  at  12-35  a  m, 
leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4-20  a  in,  arrives  at  Bal¬ 
timore  daily  at.  7'45  a  m. 

Washington  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily,  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday  a  t  6-40  a  m,  arrives  at  Baltimore  at 
10  -40  a  m. 

Pacific  Express  leaves  W illiam sport  daily,  except 
Sunday,  at.  7-55  a  m.  arrives  at  Harrisburg  daily  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday,  at  11-55  a  m. 

Mail  leaves  Harrisburg' daily,  except-  Sunday,  at 
2-15  p  m.  arrives  at  Baltimore  at  6  30  p  m. 

Day  Express  leaves  YVatkin’s  Glen  daily,  except 
Sunday,  at  8'00  a  m,  leaves  Elmira  at  9-0  •  a  m, 

I  eaves’ Williamsport  at  12-21  pm,  leaves  Harrisburg 
daily  at  4-24  p  m,  arrives  at  Baltimore  daily  at  7-35 
p  m. 

All  trains  making  close  connection  at  Baltimore 
for  Washington  and  the  South. 

For  further  information,  apply  at  the  Ticket  Of¬ 
fice  oi  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Depot. 

FRANK  THOMSON, 
Gen’l  Manager. 


The  '‘Lutheran  Evangelist’’ 

Is  Published  Weekly  by  the 

EVANGELICAL  PRINTING  CO. 

Tkkms: — One  Dollar  and  Sixty-five  Cents  pe 
year,  including  postage.  One  Dollar  for  6  months, 

To  Ministers  and  widows  of  Ministers  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Students  One  Dollar  and  Forty  Cents,  per 
annum.  A  liberal  discount  to  authorised  agents. 

The  Lutheran  Euangelist 

is  designed  to  meet  a  want  long  felt  in  the  Church 
for  a  cheap  Religious  Family  Paper. 

The  main  object  in  its  publication  is  to  assist  the 
Christian  worker  with  suggestions  in  regard  to 
Christian  work,  and  to  urge  and  encourage  all  to 
work  for  the  Master. 

Any  one  desiring  sample  copies  will  please  ad¬ 
dress'  EVANGELICAL  PUBLISHING  COM¬ 
PANY.  Bkllefoxta ixk.  Logan  County,  Ohio. 

Any  person  sending  names  of  subscribers  or 
money,  should  address  Rev.  W.  H  Singlet,  Belie- 
fontaine,  Ohio. 

Send  Bank  Drafts  or  Post  Office  orders.  When 
this  is  not  convenient,  send  money  in  Registered 
Letters.  We  cannot  be  responsible  for  money  sent 
through  the  mail  when  the  letters  are  not  registered. 


Looking  Ahead ’ 

Ad  early  examination  of  the  varions  Sunday-school  Ipw™ 
teacher  in  making  a  wise  selection  for  187S.  No  b-C ter  time  lhan  h,  *  »W  a  anperlnteiwlent  or 

the  Scholars’  Quarterly.  The  number  Libe^^er “ '££ TZT  ^““'testing 
color  d  maps,  and  Its  varied  helps  to  the  study  of  the  lesion  it  Is  .  fair  ery'  Wtth  lts 

expected  for  the  year  to  come  The  following  comma  •  18  a  far  sP€c,raen  ot  what  maybe 
small  part  of  those  received  g  commeuua‘“>“8  were  unsolicited,  and  are  but  a 


Those  of  my  class  who  have  tried 
^d^orarmorrey'finH.VD8reat  he‘P  ;  ther*f"re  1 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE.  I  never  examined 

KK-  xtAtan.8DCh  a  help 

Massachusetts  You  would  o-  g  ad  to 

in^Rihlo  S,mh  ,  e  Q"“rterly  adds  M  the  interest 
in  Bible  study  in  our  school  ”  J.  B 

hihFi?? ?  ISLAND.— 44  Jt  is  the  best  scholars’ 
help  we  have  ever  had.”  P  M.  B 

exceedinply.and 
wbnt  is  better  yet.  my  b  \s  like  it  I  knew  it 
would  be  g  od.  but  ,t  .-  better  than  I  “erilv 
thouunt  it  would  b-  I  wish  every  scholar  in  the 
country  .  nuid  have  It.”  W.  R.  H.  0  ar  m  tne 

t^ORK  —  'We  have  been  using  the 
Ka,"  .  3IJUrlerly  with  eminent  success  1 
fcimci8  -'a1-;01  seen  anything  In  the  Sunday- 
school  work  that  equals  it.”  M  A.  C  y 

n^i„EWKJ'EESw  Y  1  m'kh'  better  have  made 
sel  l  mivuW,8'  hoJar"'  Qaan  rl.vatih  rn- 
5£”  hi  ha<  Jh  ordpr  again  ai.d  aga  n  It  is 
the  best  t hi •  g  out  for  scholars  or  te-chejs.” 

—  TheS  holars'Quarterly 
is  jnsl  what  we  want,  i  inink  it  is  the  mn«i 
complete  help  we  have  ever  had  ”  M.  1>  Q. 

wi?l?£  n!^h>?E;T  The  6c£onl  aeemed  please  i 
witn  yi  ur  plan  of  lessons.  I  want  Lo  trv  and  run 
©ur  list  ol  Quarter  iesstill  higher,  if  i  can.”  J.p.  u. 

1  am  this  mail  in  receiot 
wiih°i?r  ^5bn,ars  Quarterly,  and  aui  delighted 
with  it.  It  is  jn  t  the  thing  Tor  our  work  f  _ 

t?vaMm?y  8pread  811  evfr  our^mfieru1^ 

S&lfcJtteSF'  Wei”l  86Dt  th™«'1  al“  ^ 

book?  ma^  have  *eier  s'ien  foTthe  ?*  d^8* 

Mcounm8yVadaiueeV^feaCller8n'1  8ch  *ar 

CAROLINA.— I  bavpjunt  received 
inf*8?0  anri  am  ao  delighted  with  it 

Wifi  IjZZ&.fbrj.t%.  w^,e  year-“^ 

CAROLINA  -”I  have  found  It  the 
thl  Sni”aa  &ewe°  ln  the  Pboparation  of 

texP^k^riha’S'11  a  the  Qaar'eriy  the  best 
havener  ^Un|aJsclloo‘  tcho1^  that  I 

FLORIDA  44  W p  are  much  pleased  with  tha 
ai,d  anticipate  the  lessons  for  next 
year  Wttu  much  interest  ”  W.  P?h;  1 


WHAT  IT  COSTS. 


sxStisrHsSE? 

pleased  with  it.?’  J.  H  F.  “era  are  greatly 

«b“^;irsppQrur;;^a7echrtivu  % 

mePri?s”  0j!clRe  ’  isUeSt 

theQCI?i  rly.^  ~E.ue  a”“  “UCh  pleased  with 

TEX  As.—*  on,  sch  ol  has  decided  touseth» 
Scholars  Quarterly  during  ]&7»  We  are  won 

p  eased  w  ith  it. “  J.  W  »  8  e  are  weU 

ter.  I  think  my  set,  ol  will  like  them.”  j.&  w 
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MINNESOTA.— “They  have  eiven 
satisfaction  during  the  l  ast  miI?fe7e,Za500? 
believe,  will  d..  much  good  “  G  H  R.  '  d’  1 

a^LEERA®EA'—  *l  18  royal,  and  deserves  to 
have  its  sovereignty  recognized  ”  p.  o. 

^K^kNSAS.— •*  The  Quarterly  takes  well.”  W. 
-Scholars’  Quafterly^pl end' id/^'  R^v^H'a’ 

to°mke*a?arge^nurDbelr  copiesf^V^St?’ u 
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a^i^ir'in^u 

wo°rkqr^-  ^.ejA°B?d  highly  recommend  me 


01  »  *”a*n"*fed  copies  a  year 


Sent  by  mall  without  cost  of  postage  to  snhsoriha..  '  c.  s  ...  ’  - w«»  a  year 

at  the  yearly  rate  •  under  10  copies  three  month  scr  ptions  are  taken  for  three  nr  six  months 

*"»»  schnlmt,  ore  year.  l^fthreT  Z!  TZ  ?*°  S™*  T° 8DPP'y  8  C’MS  w 
mouths,  63  cents.  Send  seven  ceuts  for  a sn.  cimen  c  >'hn"lr^  one  ypar,  $-•«":  three 

bat  School  Times  every  week  for  three  mifnrn  Thu  a'S°  25  0611,8  and  recelve  The  ' 

Of  the  Weekly  Resson  Leaf  sent  free.  Address  This  offer  *  t°  mm- subscribers.  S^ec  iuens 

JOHN  D.  WATTLES,  Publisher,  610  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


CORNETT© 


Tie  Great  Mai 


J  >>miedof  imported  reed,  corruerated  on  both  sides,  and  was  patented  in  this  country  August  14, 1877.  Is 
the  latest  novelty  in  musical  instruments,  upon  which  any  person  can  readily  perfo  m  m  any  key.  With  it 
you  can  imitate  the  Cornet,  C  t  arionet,  p.ugle,  or  Trombone.  A  numtter  of  performers,  taking  different 
parts,  can,  with  but  little  practice,  cred’tablv  in 'itnte  a  Full  Brass  Band.  You  can  play  upon  the  Cornet  >  o 
if  you  cannot  .upon  any  other  instrument.  With  Piano  or  Organ  accompaniment,  more  amu^me^t  can  be 
had  by  those  fond  of  music  than  in  any  other  way.  With  this  little  instrument  everybody  can  furnish  their 
own  music.  After  you  have  seen  and  tried  it,  you  would  part  with  it  for  $5  if  you  could  not  yet  another. 
Every  singing  school,  church  choir .  man ,  woman,  and  child  in  America  would  have  a  Cornetto  if  they  knew 
of  them,  as  the  price  enables  all  to  possess  one  or  more,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  equal  to  it  for 
developing:  the  voice  and  giving* 1  healthy  exercise  to  the  lung's.  That  we  do  not  make  extravagant  claims  for 
it,  and  to  prevent  the  skeptical  from  classin*-'  us  with  the  throng  of  cheats  and  humbugs  who  are  always 
scheming  to  deceive  the  public,  we  give  a  few  extracts  from  sources  which  none  will  question,  viz.:  Horace 
Waters  &  Sons,  the  Great  Piano  and  Organ  Dealers .  40  East  14th  street,  N.  Y.,  say:  “  It  is  a  great  novelty  in 
music,  and  we  should  think  would  become  immensely  popular.”  The  New  York  Christian  at  Work  says: 
**  We  have  seen  and  tried  the  4  Cornetto.’  and  pronounce  it  a  genuine  musical  novelty,  well  worth  the  price 
asked.”  The  New  York  Advocate, the  Great  Masonic  Weekly,  says:  ‘The  parties  are  reliable,  and  it  is  a  good 
thing.”  It  is  also  favorably  noticed  by  the  Cincinnatti  Gazette,  Boston  Traveller,  New  York  Witness,  and 
many  other  leading  journals.  A  gents  all  over  the  country  should  at  once  look  into  the  merits  of  the  Cor¬ 
netto,  as  millions  or  them  must  b©  sold,  within  the  next  few  months,  ^ent  by  mail,  post-paid,  with  full 
instructions,  on  receipt  of  25c.  Address,  E.  NASON  &  CO.,  Ill  Nassau  Street,  New  York* 


$55  SAVED  OUT  OF  $70. 

No  Middleman,  No  Agent’s  Profits.  No  Special  Msconnts.  No 
moro  three  to  five  hundred  per  cent  profit  on  the  most 
useful  article  that  ever  was  invented. 


Thoro  la  now  no  reason  why  every  Ia«ly  in  America  should  not  own 
first-cla}*$  A  No.  1  Sewing  Machine.  We,  tho  undersigned,  respectfully 
announce  to  the  public  that  w  «*  Imve  entered  into  a  contract  which  secures 
divert from  the  manufactory,  without  uuy  Dealer's,  Agent's,  or  Middleman's 

I'rc.iit  whatever,  ukniuk  GROVER  &  BAKER  Improved 

hewing  Machines,  at  $15  each.  This  i*  ni«  i«™ 

machine  that  is  sold  through  dealers  and  listed  at  Jjfc'JO  each.  This 
is  the  genuine  and  celebmnd  GKOVLK&  Baker  machine,  ami  is  fur¬ 
nished  complete  in  every  particular  with  polished  black  Walnut  table  and 
b<  x  cover,  which  locks  dow  n.  and  the  iron  work  is  elaborately  finished  in 
black  and  gold.  It  makes  the  strong  and  beautiful  elastic  Stitch 
the  high  reputation  of  w  hicli  is  the  result  of  fruc  worth  and  long  years  o 
honorable  service.  This  machine  is  almost  noiseless;  does  itswmk  easily,, 
very  rapidly, and  with  beautiful  finish.  How  cvermueh  the  cloth  may  be 
n’tehed  tiie  stitch  will  not  break.  Washing  and  ironing  w  ill  m  l  impair 
the  b.  auty  or  strength  of  this  stitch.  The  most  beautiful  Em¬ 
broidery  is  easily  produced  w  ith  this  maehinc.  For  sewing  loose 
\  i.-hiii  g  <  r  knit  poods  it  has  no  equal.  It  takes  the  thread  direct.fr  >m  tb< 

r _  spoo|s;  no  tedious  winding  of  bobbins.  No  home,  is  complete  without  | 

C  rover  h  Baker  machine.  It  Is  made  of  tho  best  xnfitenn!.  in  «»«*  br*t  manner,  by  skilled  laborers.  and  elegantly ’finished,  and  ha 
nhrnvi  h.  Id  .1  he  high  n”d  <!  dineuitlu  d  place  «ver  «»  corded  to  true  worth  and  merit.  Eadies,  this  1a  the  greatei* 
offer  ever  made  to.  you.  '1  he  number  <  f  machines  which  wo  can  offer  is  limit*  d,  and  w  e  must  receive  your  ord.  r  a 
•once  ns  we  cunhot  promise  tho  machine  afur  «0  day**  from  the  date  of  this  ]  ap<  r.  Every  mm  hine  is  in  p.  rleet  running  order 
carefully  boxed,  and  delivered  F  **  aboard  cars  or  steamer.  It  ran  be  sent  by  <  x press  or  freight  to  env  part  of  the  world.  O" 
Teed  lit  of  $5  we  will  s.-ml  it  to  any  place  cast  of  Ohio  or  north  of  Virginia.  C.  O  I>.  i  r  bn  lance  due.  If  it  Is  to  bo  sent  as  freigl 
payment  rA  full  mnst  rrmmpnnjf  ort/er,  Iteroit  bv  Registered,  Id'Hit,  F"St-t(ffice  Money  Order,  or  'Bank  Cheek.  J*crfe<*t  ttal 
bfiietion  and  a  complete  snbwtant  lation  of  every  statement  made  guaranteed,  or  nione; 
refunded.  Writo  vournitdresA  n'mnly;  bo  ]  >*rt i< n liir  liow  to  fcbip.  I"  trrigh' or  <  xprc&s ;  dt>n  c  tail  to  <'u  th  s.  Address,  J.  nj 
Turned  Manufacturing  Co.,  CII  Water  «t.,  i-Odou.  Ma^  U.  S.  Da  vu  conflict  this  nei 
<n,d  latest  improtiid  mine  111  ne  itfMk  an  old~/u*J,ionrd  pow/one-  advertis'd  {n  some  papers  jor  a  less  price.  OR  D  h  f 

AT  ©MflF.  N.  J;  —  a.  h  marlvipc  Is  mounted  mi  |-utei  t  f  >r  whirl*  nearly ‘all  other  companies  charge  extra,, and  ful 

nished  FREE  with  oi?*i  d-zen  needles  os-ori.  d  sizes.  one  \  a c..v.  V-  e  n  row  tffiv.  r.  <  Hd-ne.  die  gauge,  ami  a  book  of  full  and  coC 
plcte  instructions  ( explicit  enough  for  a  child  to  undcrM-mcM.  When  Hie  payment  Sn  lull  <•«  m.  s  wi  ll  ihe  ofdeVwe  w 
rive  FirE  Fv  three  hrmtnefs  ml©  braider,  oile  frilh-r.-oue)  quil'iug  pmge,  oti/.  gauge  amir  scr-  w,  tmd  one  enibroich  rt  r«Ute.  Th 
will  not  he  given  free  ivl/en  thd  nfiUrhincd*.  .srjtt'  C.  -O.-  Jtfor-o/hehrisc  (Junn  C>n<h  iriih  order.  1  ."f  nur  reliability,  rebT  to  Miy-cdl 
in  our  city,  **J  Vy  have,  examined  (.is  maoldnc  and  find  it  cxaciljj  as  .represented,  Editor  Youth  s  Companion, 


OK  Fancy  Visiting  Cards,  latest  fashioiisVhd  two 
alike'  with  Haitie  10  cts.  NASSAU  CARD 
CO.,  Nassat),  N.  Y. 

•IZING  COMPOUND 

All  kinds  oi  Marble  can  be  im¬ 
itated  upon  wood,  stone,  brick, 
'glass,  and  metals  ;  Any  one  can 
(apply  it.  Circulars  tree  on  application.  AfrDn|l; 

;  wanted  every  where.  rrciCillb 

W.  B.  PRICE  &  CO.,  0  South  Charles  St.  Baltimore. 

IX  >N’T  HEAD  TUTS,  unless  you  de¬ 
sire  to  make  from  $2  to  $15  per.  day  this  Fall  and 
Winter  in  a  light  and  respectable  business.  Minis¬ 
ters  with  small  salaries  and  all  out  of  employment, 

I  positively  offer  you  saleable  articles  and  the  best 
terms.  Send  3c.  stamp  for  particulars. 

REV.  S.  T.  BU  f’K,  Milton,  Northumberland,  Co.  Pa. 


DRY  GOODS 

BY  MAIL  OR  EXPRESS. 

Sent  to  any  part  of  the  United  States  by 

JORDAN,  MARSH  A  CO 

of  Boston  the  Largest  and  Oldest  Dry 
House  in  Nsw  England.  We  are  now  offering 
immense  stock  at  uetail,  at  prices  lower  than 
ever  quoted  at  wholesale  before  the  War. 
unparalleled  bargains  have  crowded 
mense  stores  with  customers  from  all  parts 
England,  and  we  desire  every  one  in  the  M 
Western  and  Southern  States  to  take 
of  these  the  greatest  bargains  ever 
America.  Send  at  once  lor  our  new  ca 
complete  in  every  detail  of  description  and 
JORDAN,  MAESH  & 
Boston,  Mass., 


a  GENUINE 

GROVER  k  BAKER 

Sewing  machine. 


CO-OPERATION. 


Manufacturer  and  Consumer  Direct. 


